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Students enjoyed a day at the Biosphere 2 with friends and teachers. During the field 
trip, sponsored by the History club, students learned about the different ecosystems.

Biosphere field trip
Dominic Martinez 
Beginning Reporter 

     On Apr. 16, Social Studies teacher 
Lori Gibson took 45 students to the 
Biosphere 2 on an early release day. 
     “We were able to see the rainforest, 
ocean, and desert landscapes along 
with learning about the history of the 
Biosphere 2,” said Gibson. 
     The Biosphere 2 consists of three 
main sections: an above-ground airtight 
glass-enclosed area, a below-ground 
technology area, and an area designated 
as a human habitat. 
     Additionally, it contains five 
ecosystems: coastal fog desert, 
tropical rainforest, savanna grassland, 
mangrove wetland, and the ocean.
     Students, supervised by Gipson and 
three other teacher chaperones, left the 
school at 9 a.m. and returned at 1p.m.    
     “The trip was a lot of fun, and 
we also were able to enjoy Arizona’s 
natural beauty that day,” said Cristina 
Rivers Torres, senior.
     Katelyn Baker, who graduated from 
Ironwood in 2012 and works at the 
Biosphere 2, was the tour guide for 
Gipson’s student group. 
     “The History Club officers chose 

this trip to the Biosphere so students 
who are not members of the club could 
travel with us to see this wonderful part 
of our community,” said Gibson. 
     Many students appreciated the 
opportunity to visit the Biosphere 2. 
     Beatrice Honebrick, freshman,   
said,  “I’m glad that the history club  
did a trip like this, I had a great time 
and  hope to go on more trips with   
the club. The Biosphere 2 is an 
amazing place, has an interesting 
history, and the work that has been 
done there and is being done there is 
important. 
     “We’re lucky to have such an 
impressive research facility that is open 
to us and is still doing unprecedented 
work,” continued Honebrick.
     There was no cost to the students 
to go on the field trip, as the History 
Club used tax credit money to cover 
admission and bus expenses.
     Students were excited to learn about 
things they don’t see in the desert.
     “I learned about their current 
project, Landscape Evolution 
Observatory (LEO), which has to do 
with all the factors that are involved 
with the changes that occur in 
landscapes,” said Honebrick.

Photo by Matt Munger
Congressman O’Halleran recognized Mustain 
(left) and Pitts (right) on Apr. 16.  

Seniors earn acceptance to 
Marine, Naval Academies

Isa Clanfield
Beginning Reporter 

     Senior year is a year that is full of 
excitement and accomplishments. 
     This is especially true for seniors CJ 
Mustain and Jonathan Pitts.   
     Both seniors were recognized and 
honored before their parents and the 
Ironwood faculty by Congressman Tom 
O’Halleran for their acceptance in the 
service academies.
     Next year, Mustain will attend 
the United States Merchant Marine 
Academy in New York, and Pitts 
will attend the United States Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Maryland.
     Mustain is looking forward to 
playing four more years of football and 
living in New York. 
     He wants to serve as long as he can, 
which could be 20-25 years. Mustain 
has family members who have served 
in the military. Both of his grandfathers 
served in Vietnam and his aunt, cousin 
and uncles were in the Navy. 
     Mustain knew he wanted to serve 
since he was in fourth grade. He was 
not only inspired by his family, but also 
because of the time he went to Hawaii 
and visited Pearl Harbor. 
     “There was a battleship there we got 
to go on, and fourth grade me was very 
happy,” Mustain said.
     In his senior year at the Academy, 
Mustain will decide whether he wants 
to become a Coast Guard Rescue 
helicopter pilot, go into the Merchant 
Marine service, or go into the United 
States Marine Corps. 
     After serving, Mustain plans to get 
his pension and become an entrepreneur. 

     Although Pitts is the first in his family 
to serve, he knew from a young age what 
he wanted to do when he got older.
     “The first job I told my parents I 
wanted to do was to become a soldier. 
There are pictures of me when I was 
really little dressed up as a knight and 
another of me in a toy plane from Top 
Gun,“ said Pitts.
     Pitts will serve for at least five years 
after the academy since it’s mandatory, 
but he thinks he might stay longer. 
     While he is keeping an open mind, 
his current plan is to major in political 
science. He is also interested in boxing 
for the club team.
     After his commitment to the Navy, 
Pitts wants to go into the Foreign 
Service and work for the Department of 
State as a foreign service officer, which 
is similar to a diplomat.
     The process to gain acceptance is 
difficult and requires dedication.
     Both Mustain and Pitts were 
interviewed by O’Halleran’s panel 
before receiving his nomination.       
     Pitts is excited for the first day of 
Naval Academy. 
     “I’m ready to start,” Pitts said. 
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      Seniors Brady Arffa, Noah Martin, Hunter O’Dore and Jerry Bartell, 2018 
IRHS graduate, signed a contract with the Fearless Records record label.
     Arffa and Martin, who met in second grade, formed 17blacklidge with O’Dore 
and Bartell. Arffa plays bass and sings back up, Martin plays drums and sings, 
O’Dore is lead guitarist and Bartell plays rhythm guitar. Their debut album “Off 
the Ledge” has eight original songs written by the band. 
     “It’s extremely surreal and still doesn’t feel real. It’s insane to think we are in 
a position to chase our dreams and be able to try and make it,” said Martin. The 
band has opened for Quinn and played Spring Fling last month. They said it was 
a great experience. Fearless Records contacted the band in January and they made 
it official when they signed their contract last month. Their music is available for 
download on Spotify, Apple Music and Amazon Music.

Photo courtesy Brady Arffa

17Blacklidge signs 
to Fearless Records

Photo courtesy Damon Knepper
     The Ironwood Ridge Indoor Percussion and Drum Line placed second in state 
on Mar. 30. Their show ‘Galerie’ expressed modern art and earned the group an 
overall score of 84.15. 
     They used the colors of tan, beige, and purple as the main focus to represent 
their artistic concepts.
     “We were expressing and appreciating art, as well as poking at our own art 
form in this day in age,” said assistant Band Director Damon Knepper. 
     They used props and music throughout the show to tell a story, and the result 
filled the room with emotion.
 

Indoor Percussion, drum 
line take 2nd place at state
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March 25 
A 911 call was reported from a class-
room. The teacher identified the call as 
a misdial. 
No law enforcement action was taken.

March 28 
A student reported their bicycle was  
stolen. The bicycle has not been lo-
cated, but the parents said they will not 
press charges if the bike is returned.

April 4 
A student was located with a cartridge. 
The student was arrested for posses-
sion of a drug. The school handled the 
discipline.

April 6 
A former student posted inappropri-
ate pictures to social media that were 
deemed disruptive to the educational 
institute. The student was spoken to 
and no charges were made.

April 11 
A runaway juvenile was located at 
IRHS. The student was paper arrested 
and referred to their parents.

April 16 
A student reported stolen AirPods dur-
ing sixth period. 
They were returned the next day, and 
no charges were made.

April 18 
A student reported their wallet stolen 
from a classroom. No charges has been 
made at this time.
A student was found in possession of 
a Juul. They were paper arrested and 
referred to their parent.

April 23 
A student was found in possession of a 
cartridge. The student was arrested for 
drug possession and were referred to 
their parents.

April 25 
SROs were advised of a student 
sending inappropriate pictures over      
Snapchat to friends. 
The student was talked to about the 
dangers of social media. No charges 
were made.

May 1 
A student reported stolen AirPods. 
No arrests have been made.

Police Beat

Policy Statement
 Published six times a year, the 

student newspaper of Ironwood 
Ridge High School is a public 
forum, with its student editorial 
board making all decisions con-
cerning its contents.      

 Unsigned editorials express the 
views of the majority of the edito-
rial board and not necessarily that 
of administration.

 Letters to the editor are wel-
comed and will be published as 
space allows. 

Letters must be signed, 
although the staff may withhold 
the name on request. The paper 
also reserves the right to edit let-
ters for grammar and clarity.

 All the letters are subject to 
laws governing obscenity, libel, 
privacy and disruption of the 
school process, as are all contents 
of the paper.

  Opinions in letters do not 
necessarily represent those of 
the staff, nor should an opinion 
expressed in a public forum, 
be constructed as the opinion 
or policy of the administration, 
unless so attributed. 

All letters should be delivered 
to the Journalism mailbox in 
the administration building or 

Photos by Matt Munger
Kindness Recognized. Cheryl Winkel, behavior intervention monitor, and Brenda 
Travis, English teacher, were recognized in April.  Tonya Sigl, Special Ed teacher, and 
Jean Gowen,  culinary teacher, were chosen for the month of May. 

Ben’s Bells April, May 

Student art at the mall

Evy Sloane
Beginning Reporter 

     Ironwood Ridge and other schools in 
the Amphitheater School District put on 
its annual art show at the Tucson Mall.
     This is a 20-year district tradition. 
     The art work displayed is the best of 
student art work so far this year.
     The displays were previously set up 
in the Foothills Mall until five years 

ago when there was a large decline in 
business and visitors at this mall. 
     The location was then switched to the 
Tucson Mall.
     Ironwood proudly shared art created 
by both 2D and 3D art students.
      A mall patron said, “I really like 
that local schools put up their art for 
the people who visit to look at. It adds 
a lot of culture and interest into the 
community.” 

          The 2018-2019 school year is 
quickly coming to a close. It’s that time 
of the year; everyone’s counting down 
the days until summer!
     This is also the time of the year for 
looking back and reflecting on all the 
memories you’ve made.
     The seniors know better than 
anybody -- high school flies by. We’re 
so caught up with points in the grade 
book and the next school break, we 
don’t  realize how much we could miss. 
     One day you’ll be taking your last 
test, and you’ll have your last fire drill. 
One day you’ll get your last report card 
and have your last wild Friday night 
with the people who you’ve made a 
million memories with. 
     One day you’ll stand on the 
Nighthawk football field, wearing a 
cap and gown, with all the people you 
watched grow up -- people who’ve 
watched you grow up. It’s coming 
quickly, and we’re all so ready to leave 
so soon. 
      Don’t take this summer for granted 
either. Don’t waste the hot days wishing 
it were cold. Get to the darkest shade 
and clearest mindset possible. Do 
whatever you want because you don’t 
have to go back to school on Monday. 
     Summer is undoubtedly the biggest 
cause for anticipation this time of year. 
Some are more excited than others. 
     Jordan is beyond excited to go to 
Rome this summer; a brand new location! 
     Summer is the perfect time to create 
long lasting memories and really reflect 
on yourself as a person. Was this year 
good? Why? If not, what can I do to 
ensure success for next year? If your 
high school career is over, think about 
how your high school experiences have 
shaped you into the person you are and 
who you want to be in the future. 
     Summer is also the perfect time to 
relax and unwind. 
     Sip some iced tea and kick back!
     For the current juniors, next year 
will be our senior year. This means that 
it’s our last chance to do whatever we 
wanted to do as a kid one last time, and 
we have to do it now. I remember telling 
myself this year that junior year won’t 
go by that fast. But now, looking back 
on this year, I was totally wrong.
     Everything that I haven’t done as a 
high schooler yet, such as attend dances, 
football games, or even pep assemblies, 
I want to do. This is our last year to 
be a kid so why not make it one worth 
living? 
     I want to see myself get into a 
college, get my diploma, but more 
importantly, I want to learn how to 
appreciate my own self worth. This 
means that it’s okay if I do badly, as 
long as I learn to improve in the future.
     My entire high school life I spent 
hiding away and missing out because I 
just wanted to get school over with. As I 
have grown these past three years, I’ve 
learned we have to hold onto things for 
as long as we can because before we 
know it, we are all going to be seniors. 

Naseem Rezaei, 
Jordan Good
Aubrey Pettitt
Co Editors-in-Chief

Photos by Evy Sloane
TOP: Students in Jill Menaugh’s 3D art program had several clay pieces on display at the mall.
BOTTOM: Danielle Rutherford displayed various types of 2D art from her students.
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The 411 on summer school, 
scholarships, ACT/SAT tests

VHP book unveiled, celebrated

Kaylynn Wade
Beginning Reporter

     The Veteran’s Heritage Project 
(VHP) celebrated the release of this 
year’s book on May 3. 
     Since You Asked is a book of stories 
and pictures of veteran’s during their 
time serving the United States. All 
interviews are conducted by students.
     This is the seventh book Ironwood 
Ridge students have published.
     “I loved hearing directly from the 
veterans, what they did in their time, 
and how they served. I also enjoyed 
seeing their expressions as they 
reminisced on that part of their life,” 
said freshman, Megan Finlayson. This is 
Finlayson’s first year with VHP.
     Club members, veteran’s, and 
families were invited to the reception, 
and veteran’s signed copies of the book, 
which was sold for $25. A copy of the 
book will be placed in the Library of 
Congress in Washington, DC, and each 
veteran received a complimentary copy.
     Students located veterans to 
interview for this year’s publication 
either through personal connections or 
from contacting committees. They also 
sought out people in the community 
who either are veterans themselves or 
have family members who are.   
    Interviews were scheduled last 
summer, and each lasted between 30 
minutes and three to four hours.  
   VHP sponsor Nicole Blanchard said, 
“We aren’t about the quantity. We focus 

more on the quality of each and every 
story. Some will be longer than others, 
and that’s okay.
  “It’s about how we represent the 
veteran and making sure they feel 
honored. That’s the whole point,” 
continued Blanchard. 
     Two of the veteran’s featured in the 
book are Nighthawks.
     Derrick Johnson, security, and Frank 
Wolf, science teacher, shared their stories.
     Wolf was interviewed by Reagan 
Blanchard, sophomore, last October. 
     Reagan Blanchard, who has been 
with VHP for two years, said it was 
insightful to see how many  people in 
the community have served. 
     During her interview, she said she 
learned what made Wolf who he was.  
      “I learned so much from his 
interview, and there are a few lessons I 
will always keep with me. It allowed me 
to see why he was so passionate about 
what he does and why he enjoys it so 
much,” said Reagan Blanchard. 
     Students in VHP become published 
authors before they graduate high 
school, and gain new perspective about 
the veterans who have served.
       Blanchard took over as sponsor 
of VHP four years ago when that 
sponsor left Ironwood. There are 25 
students in VHP this year, and they 
were the authors, photographers and 
videographers for the project.VHP is 
open to students of all grades. 
     Anyone interested in joining, should 
see Nicole Blanchard in room A110.

Photo by Annabelle Coleman
Students and community members meet the veterans who shared their stories with students for 
publication in this year’s VHP book “Since You Asked.” The banquet was held on May 3.

Annemarie Castrejon / 
Sidonia Windels
Beginning Reporters

Scholarships
Greater Oro Valley Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation
Deadine: May 17
     The Steve Engle Memorial / 
Greater Oro Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Foundation Scholarship will 
be awarded to deserving graduating 
seniors residing in the NW Tucson 
area. Scholarships range from $1,000-
$2,000 and are not renewable.
For more information, go to 
www.orovalleychamber.com.

 Regis University
     Scholarships are available for 
skilled piano players who will be 
seniors in the fall of 2020. Applicants 
must upload a video of them playing 
the piano and those considered will be 
asked back to audition in the fall.

SAT/ACT Test Dates
ACT Test Dates: June 8; July 13
Registration Deadline: May 3; June 14
Late Registration (with fee):  
       May 4-17, June 15-21
Register at ACT.org
SAT: Test date: June 1
Registration deadline has passed
Late Registration (with fee): May 22
Register at Collegeboard.org

Jordan Good
Editor / Reporter

    The time has come for Ironwood 
Ridge’s Senior Nighthawks to leave the 
nest and move on to the next chapter in 
their lives. 
     In late March, caps, gowns, and 
graduation announcements were sent out 
to the families of Ironwood’s graduating 
class. The school is expecting this 
year’s graduating class to be around 450 
students. This is an increase of nearly 
50 students; approximately 400 students 
graduated in the class of 2018. 
     With only weeks left of school, 
senior final exams will take place from 
May 16-17, following a block schedule. 
The following Monday, a mandatory 
Senior Breakfast will be held from 9 to 
11 a.m. in the MPR.
     The graduating class of 2019 will 
then have a morning commencement 
rehearsal, beginning at 8 a.m. on 
Tuesday, May 21. 
     Attending the practice is only 
possible if the senior has no lasting 
encumbrances at the school, including 
library books, textbooks, uniforms, or 
any other missing items outstanding. 
     A major concern surrounding 
graduation is the ongoing traffic on 
Moore, La Canada, and Naranja, which 
is under jurisdiction by the City of Oro 

Valley and not under the OVPD or 
school’s control.
     “That intersection is going to be 
very troublesome,” said Assistant 
Principal of Operations Brent Spencer. 
     Spencer urges graduates and their 
families to arrive early for graduation.
     “Traffic for graduation is always 
bad, and unfortunately, it’s just going to 
be worse this year,” said Spencer.
     Administration is encouraging 
parents to park in the Casas Adobes 
Church parking lot, which has an 
entrance off of Lambert. 
     By doing, visitors will avoid  the 
affected areas of La Cholla and Naranja 
completely. 
     Parallel parking will be permitted 
on this evening along Naranja, across 
from the school. Another option is to 
park along Shannon and walk to the 
campus from there.
     “It’s unfortunate that it’s going to 
affect graduation,” said Spencer. 

SENIORS: Finals,Traffic,
Breakfast, Graduation

World History
Geography

American Government 
Economics
Algebra 1,2 
Geometry

English 9, 10, 11, 12
Chemistry

Driver Education
Digital Photography

Drama students recognized, 
nominated for drama awards
Omar Hinton
Beginning Reporter 

     Nine students in the drama program 
have been nominated for this year’s 
Monte Awards.
    The Monte Awards celebrate 
outstanding student achievement in high 
school musical theater. 
     Sections from this years nominated 
musicals will be performed by students 
at the Fox Theater on May 18.
     Nominated in the categories of 
Best Actor and Actress are: seniors 
Elizah Knight, Chloe Elmer, Savannah 
Lawson, Ben Muckanthaler, and Conner 
Taylor, and juniors Samantha Adams, 
Lydia Chandler, Dallen Taylor, and 
Allison Devaney.
     “It feels good to be acknowledged 
for my hard work. I like to take on the 
story of other characters and share their 
stories with audiences,” said Adams.
     [Title of Show/Mamma Mia!] earned 
nominations for Best Creative Elements, 
Best Show, and Best musical Direction.  
    “The entire show was put together 
is three weeks,” said Dellen Taylor of 
[Title of Show], who was nominated for 
his performance as Hunter in the play.

     The winners in the categories of best 
actor and actress in the competition will 
receive a fully funded trip to New York 
City to compete in the National High 
School Musical Theatre Awards.
     Approximately 50,000 students from 
all over the nation participate in this 
event annually.
     Previously named the “Starlight 
Awards,” the awards were renamed in 
order to commemorate the late Monte 
Ralstin, was an actor and professor at 
the University of Arizona. 
     Ralstin passed in January at the age 
of 66. 
     Ironwood Ridge’s theatre program 
has been recognized for their artistic 
efforts for the past two years under the 
leadership of Dickson. 
     Students love being in the drama 
department at Ironwood Ridge.
     “It’s a community that feels like 
family. Everyone is friendly,” said 
Anabelle Mali, senior.
     Students put countless hours into 
their passion for each performance.
     “Every day, the average drama 
student spends about four hour 
rehearsing or just in the drama room in 
general,” said Jake Harrell, senior.

Summer School Classes Offered

Online Courses
Cost: No charge

Classes Run: May 24-July 25
Coursework and Final Exams need 
to be completed by July 25 in order 
to receive credit.

Counselors needs to complete the 
online course approval form before 
registration.
Register at www.mdlp.org/amphi

Summer School
  At CDO Campus

Cost: $150 per semester
Classes Meet: Monday-Thursday; 
   8 a.m.-2 p.m.. No class on July 4.
1st Semester:  June 3 - 20  
2nd Semester:  June 24 - July 11 
 
Sign Up Deadlines
1st Semester:  May 23
2nd Semester:  June 3
Contact:  (520) 696-5695

At CDO & Online Online Only
Earth Science 
Math, Financial Future
Music Appreciation
Paperback Literature
Drugs in Society 
Personal Development 
Art History 
Wellness and Nutrition
Financial Concepts 
        for Teens
American History
Psychology

Multicultural Literature
Mandarin Chinese
Spanish 1
Trigonometry
Short Stories
Mythology
Guitar 
Science 9
Bowling
Sociology
Physics
Biology



                                                                                      May 2019Iron Quill | Academics                                           4

Book details story of 
year in words, photos

Photo by Luke Howell
One of the film production groups films a scene for their movie.  Together they focus and work 
hard to complete their film for the public screening on May 13 in the auditorium.   

Evy Sloane
Beginning Reporter 

     Students in Danielle Rutherford’s 
AP 2D, Symposium, and Advanced 
Art classes were presented with a very 
special opportunity during the fall 
semester.
      General John Wickham asked 
Rutherford and her students to create 
original artwork to illustrate his 
collection of inspirational poems he was 
planning to publish.
     Rutherford’s students were eager 
to help, and their art was published in 
his book entitled “On Life, Love and 
Living.”      
     “It was a pleasure working with him 
and he was very inspirational,” said 
Justin Miller, senior, whose artwork 
accompanied the poem “Goodness 
Quest.” 
     This was the first time the students 
had their art published in any sort of 
publication.
     Wickham was awarded a Purple 
Heart for his service in the U.S.  
Military. 
     He served in the army for 37 years. 
     “He is a very respectable person and 
general,” said Kiana Chan, junior. 
     Chan’s artwork is accompanied by 
the poem“Annie’s Enduring Beauty.” 
     Annie is Wickham’s wife, and they 
have been married for 63 years. 
      They have two sons, a daughter, and 
six grandchildren.
     “He’s been through a lot, but he has 
found such inner peace,” said Colette 

Barteau, whose artwork accompanied 
the poem “Eyesight.”
     Rutherford received several copies 
of the book from the publishers ahead 
of the publication and sale date so she 
could share them with her students. 
     Her students were excited to have 
their art published in such an important 
book.
     Mary Davis, who helped to create the 
book, is working on a digital version of 
the book for purchase.
 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Beth Utley’s art for “America the Beautiful,” Rachel 
Hirschfeld’s art for “Gifts,” Josue Chavez’s art for “Allegience,” Natalie Swisher’s art for 
“Finding Real Truth,” Amber Doctor’s art for “Depression,” and Michael C. Sultzbach’s art for 
“Monsoon.” Student artwork is original and accompanied a poem in the book “On Life, Love, & 
Living.”

Original artwork published in poetry book

Elena Gennaro
Beginning Reporter

     The end of school is arriving, and 
so are the yearbooks. 
     It is always exciting to revisit the 
events of the year and remember the 
fun of the 2018-19 school year. 
     The book is full of pictures and 
memories that will last forever.
     Yearbook student Peyton Hall, 
sophomore, said, “What I like the 
most about working on the yearbook 
is filling a book that people will look 
at years later on.”  
     Brad Boe, who is in his first year 
as the yearbook teacher, and his class 
of nine students are responsible for 
creating the yearbook. 
     This is impressive considering the 
amount of work needed in order to 
create a yearbook. 
     “I am really proud of the fact we 
had so few people in class, but we got 
the whole yearbook done,” yearbook 
student Rosa Delio, senior, said. 
     The yearbook staff covered events 
and activities of the year, and without 
revealing too much, Boe said students 
can expect a few changes from last 
year’s book.        

     “I like that we can design certain 
pages the way we want them and put    
a little personality in it,” added Delio.
     Boe compared the environment of 
his yearbook class to that of a business 
industry or journalism. 
     Boe and his students enjoy the 
class even though it is stressful. 
     They worked as a team to get the 
job done and built relationships with 
the people they worked with.
     Boe already knows that next year 
the staff will be about double the size 
of this year’s, and they will be able   
to cover more events with a bigger 
class.
     The yearbook staff is ready to 
distribute the yearbooks.
     Students who preordered the 
yearbook can pick it up during 
conference and lunch times, beginning 
May 8.    
     For those who haven’t yet 
purchased a book, they can buy one in 
the bookstore beginning May 16. They 
will be $67.
     There are many reasons to buy the 
yearbook.
     “You can revisit the memories with 
your friends and remember the ones 
who moved away,” said Hall. 

Photo by Elena Gennaro
Members of the yearbook staff often look through previous IRHS yearbooks as well as yearbooks 
from other schools for inspiration. Staffers strive to keep ideas and layout design fresh and edgy.

Upcoming student film screening
Elena Gennaro
Beginning Reporter

     The film production class, taught 
by Luke Howell, will have its first 
screening of student films on May 13.  
     The movies presented are the six 
best films created by students during the 
fourth quarter. 
     The class is made up of 24 students, 
and they have been divided into groups 
of three or four people.
     Before the students could begin their 
films, they had to learn how to use the 
necessary equipment and technology.
     “It’s not just movie making; that’s 
only a small piece of the project,” said 
Cassidy Torma, sophomore.
     Each movie is approximately five 
minutes in length and varies in subject. 
     Sophomore Ulan Luna said, “I am 
pretty excited to show what we can do.”
     As students were allowed creative 
freedom to make the movie they 
desired, the subject matter is varied.
     For example, students made movies 
about the Post-Apocalypse, a Murder 
Mystery and a Reflecting Drama. 
     Torma and her group made a murder 
mystery. They named it True Colors. 
     “We wanted to do something not 

cheesy, and I think it turned out good,” 
said Torma, who also directed the 
movie. 
     These films will be added to the each 
of the students’ portfolios so they can be 
used for applications to a university. 
     Howell is proud of the work of his 
students. 
     “From the pre-production, they are 
looking really nice,” Howell said. 
     Howell started teaching at Ironwood 
Ridge three years ago. 
     He enjoys teaching the film 
production class because he likes to see 
the excitement from his students and 
watching them film what they love. 
     His students also enjoy his class and 
its structure.
     “We can be creative in his class 
because most classes have to follow a 
criteria,” Torma said. 
     While Howell is planning on having 
another film screening next year, right 
now he is focused on the presentation of 
this year’s films. 
    The show is open to the entire 
Ironwood community, students 
and parents. It will be held in the 
auditorium, and admission is free.
     “We hope to see the support of the 
community,” Howell said.

Pictured above is the cover of General John 
Wickham’s book of poetry with art created 
especially for the book by Danielle Ruther-
ford’s 2D art students. 
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Putting knowledge to work to create, build, evaluate 

Photo by Kaylynn Wade
Solar ovens in the desert. Engineering students 
put their calculations to work and built solar 
ovens that reached over 300 degress.

Naseem Rezaei / 
Kaylynn Wade
Editor / Beginning Reporter

So many times students find themselves 
bored while sitting in class doing book-
work or listening to a lecture. 

    In most cases, students are happy to 
get out of their seats and participate in 
activites that take more hands-on action. 
   It’s difficult to do hand-on projects in 
some courses, but many teachers make 
an effort to engage students. 
     In some classes, teachers have found 

fun and interactive ways to  keep their 
students engaged and focused. 
    Teachers do this in different ways that 
follow the criteria and guidelines of the 
course they’re teaching.
  This is accomplished in various ways 
such as interesting labs, the building of 

fun contraptions and making tasty treats. 
     Students have found that by actually 
doing, they are learning better than by 
just sitting and listening to the teacher.
     Of course, sometimes just listening, 
taking notes, and paying attention is 
important, too.

Photo by Kaylynn Wade
Catapults ready for battle. Engineering stu-
dents bought supplies from Lowe’s and worked 
together to build giant, working catapults.

Photo by Naseem Rezaei
Juniors Hannah Irwin (left) and Avery Parker 
(right) are shown holding the mixing bags 
filled with the ice crean soltuion.

Photo by Kaylynn Wade
Students swabbed various areas of the school 
and put their collections in petri dishes. They 
watched the bacteria grow over a few days.

Year of the Comebacks: Hannah Montana, Jonas Brothers
Addison Marshall
Beginning Reporter

     Most of us in high school today are 
2000 babies, meaning we all grew up 
with mostly the same experiences. 
     The term “2000 babies” generally 
refers to people born from 2000-2004, 
who grew up with the same games, T.V. 
shows, and trends. 
     The difficulty about being born in 
this time is that we aren’t accepted by 
the ‘90s kids, and we don’t relate to the 
Jake Paul kids either. 
     However, I think we can all agree 
our generation is one of the best. 
     For example, silly bands were just 
about the best invention ever. Remem-
ber stacking them up to your elbows on 
both arms? 
     They came in all different shapes and 
colors, and if you were smart, you sold 
them at school for all sorts of things. 
     We also loved Rainbow Loom, Total 
Drama, Webkinz, Club Penguin, Lazy 
Town, and Poptropica. 
     Of course we were also obsessed 
with T.V. shows, like iCarly and Drake 
and Josh; our childhood shows were 

incredible. 
     For years we have dreamed of our 
favorite shows returning, and 2019 
might be our year. 
     Recently Miley Cyrus, a.k.a. Han-
nah Montana, put back on the famous 
blonde wig. 
     Cyrus posted pictures of herself 
recreating the look of her alter-ego on 
social media. Cyrus played the leading 
role in the hit show Hannah Montana 
from 2006-2011. 
     For most of us, this show was iconic. 
The new pictures have people buzzing, 
and questions are starting to arise. 
     Is Miley Cyrus hinting at a reboot?
 “You know guys, it was so hard going 
back and forth that I decided I’ll just 
be Hannah forever,” Cyrus said in one 
video. “She was getting a lot of press 
this week, thanks to me.”
     As if that wasn’t exciting enough… 
The Jonas Brothers are back together 
again, and suddenly, everything is right 
in the world. 
     From 2006-2013, Kevin, Joe, and 
Nick made teenage girls fall head over 
heels with their catchy love songs and 
swoon-worthy voices, and now they’re 

taking it to a whole new level: an epic 
reunion. 
     From starring in the Camp Rock 
series to going on world tours, the Jonas 
Brothers were, and are, amazing. 
     To announce their reunion, they re-
made an old video with a banner saying 
“We’re Back!” 
     Soon after, they released their first 
song back together “Sucker.” Since 
then, other songs have been released, 
which is leading to an album, and a tour.

 LEFT: The Jonas Brothers, who held
 the hearts of every Disney Channel girl, 
pose together for a picture taken in the 
2000’s. 
ABOVE: Miley Cyrus as Hannah Montana 
in the wig everyone is talking about.

Solar Ovens
      The engineering classes have been 
keeping busy with projects. One of 
the projects Glenn Linton, engineering 
teacher, is overseeing with his advanced 
students is the creation of solar ovens. 
     The ovens work by reflecting solar 
energy, and the goal is to use the 
reflectors on the inside of the oven to 
obtain the amplified energy that comes 
from sunlight.  
     “It’s really cool being able to do all 
the calculations for a project before 
you build it in order to see all the 
possiblities,” said Xander Rouille, 
junior.
     Students use Excel, a computer 
program, to enter their calculations 
and amounts before they are given 
the supplies to move forward with 
construction of the oven. 
     They build the ovens from 
cardboard, transparent reflective sheets 
and tape. 
     The main goal is to heat the oven 
between 300-400 degrees.      The 
engineering students test their ovens 
by cooking food in them, but they are 
not allowed to consume the food. As 
the ovens are not insulated properly, 
the plastic and tape can cause harmful 
fumes.
     “There usually isn’t enough time for 
this part, but it is always good to see 
the engineering process of  being used,” 
said Linton. 

Catapults
     Catapults were built in Glenn 
Linton’s Engineering classes for the 
fifth year in a row.
     Linton enjoys this project because it 
challenges his students to build midevil-
style catapults. 
     “Building a trebuchet [type of 
catapult] taller than me was probably my 
favorite project of the year. It’s really fun 
to design different prototypes with your 
friends and see what we’re capable of 
making,” said Jesse Lemcke, junior.
     Both smaller models and larger scale 
catapults are permitted, and the purpose 
is to apply engineering design, manage 
budgets and design the project. 
     “Students use all different designs 
to make the catapults, but they work in 
similar fashions,” said Linton.  
     Students designed the catapult, but 
before they could begin building it, 
they had to research the cost of supplies 
online. Once the cost was approved, he 
gave the students a $60 gift card and 
sent them off to get the supplies. 
    There are two restrictions Linton 
enforces with the catapult project. 
     The first is that no bungee cords are 
permitted, and the second is that the 
finished catapult must fit through the 
door of his classroom. 
    Upon completion, students fire tennis 
balls across the parking lot to determine 
the range of how far their project shoots 
objects. 

     Ice Cream
    Ice cream, you scream, we all scream 
for ice cream.
     From Apr. 17-18, students in science 
teacher Danita Heller’s chemistry class 
shook mixing bags filled with salt to 
make ice cream.
     Heller enjoys this project.
     “I love to see how the students put 
chemistry in practice in the lab, and I 
like to see them be silly and good and 
let their hair down,” said Heller.
     Heller, who began this lab in the 
2004- 05 school year, uses it as a way 
for students to understand the freezing 
point of solutions. 
     For 14 years, this is one of Heller’s 
most popular labs.
     The preparation for the educational 
lab begins two weeks prior with 
students getting together and deciding 
who will bring what on a supply list 
provided by Heller.   
     During the two-hour block periods 
during AzMERIT testing, students 
assembled outside of the bookstore to 
complete the lab.
     “It [the ice cream] was cool to make, 
but bring towels because if you don’t, 
your hands will be ice,” said junior 
Burgundy Terry.   
     Heller encourages her students to 
deliver ice cream to their teachers. 
    “It [giving the ice cream] is a sweet 
thing to recognize the teachers and staff 
here at the school,” said Heller.

Bacteria Labs
     Students in Stacy Wilson’s freshman 
biology classes complete a lab to show 
the reality that bacteria is everywhere.
     They collected swabs of different 
areas they thought were infested with 
bacteria. 
     They swabbed bathrooms, trash cans, 
door knobs, and water fountains, among 
other places.
      The bacteria was set in an incubator 
for three days to insure prime growing 
conditions. 
     After the growing period, students 
observed their bacteria to see what kind 
they found. 
     As a result of this project, students 
learned about the conditions and 
situations in which the bacteria grows, 
along with how they quickly multiply 
and come in many forms.  
      “It was already gross finding 
out just how many places bacteria 
grows, especially the places we touch 
everyday.” said biology student Alison 
Horger, freshman.
      Instead of bookwork and lectures, 
Wilson teaches science to her students 
through hands on activities. She is very 
good at finding labs or activities that get 
her students learning in an engaged and 
interesting way. 
      “It’s more way more fun than sitting 
in a chair for the entire class. The 
purpose of the lab is to inform students 
in an interesting way,” said Wilson.
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TV shows to binge
Sidonia Windels /
Annemarie Castrejon
Beginning Reporter

Detective Pikachu
(May 10) Pikachu has 
come a long way from 
Pokémon cards and 
Pokémon Go. Now 
it’s time for a movie. 
Detective Pikachu helps 
a young man (Justice 
Smith) find his father. 

Aladdin
(May 24) Aladdin 
started off as a 
Disney cartoon 
in 1992, and now 
our generation is 
receiving a live-
action Aladdin. 

Aladdin and Princess Jasmine embark 
on an adventure after finding a lamp that 
releases an amusing genie (Will Smith).

Godzilla: 
King of the Monsters
(May 31) In this 
installment, the 
cryptozoological agency, 
Monarch, is up against 
enormous monsters, 
including Godzilla.    
     Humanity’s existence 
is at risk of extinction, but 
Madison Russell (Millie Bobby Brown) 
and Dr. Emma Russell are willing to do 
anything to stop that from happening.
  
Men in Black: International

    (June 14) This is the
   fourth movie in the 
   Men in Black series 
   that started in 1997. 
        Agent H (Chris 
    Hemsworth) and    
    Agent M create 
high-tech weaponry to 

battle terrifying aliens on Earth.
 

Toy Story 4
(June 21) We all wished 
our toys would come to 
life when we were little. 
Woody, Buzz Lightyear, 
and the gang go on a road 
trip with Bonnie and a 
new toy named, Forky.

Child’s Play
(June 21) 
Chucky was 
the reason 
for many of 
our terrifying 
thoughts about 
dolls, and now 
he returns to 
give us more reasons to hate them. 
     A young mother gifts her son a new 
doll, Chucky (Mark Hamill) without 
realizing its evil potential.
 

Annabelle Comes Home
(June 28) In this 
sequel, in order to 
keep Annabelle from 
unleashing havoc, 
investigators, Ed and 
Lorraine Warren lock her 
in a room in their house. 

Spider Man 2: 
Far From Home
(July 5) Peter 
Parker’s (Tom 
Holland) 
relaxing 
vacation takes 
an unexpected 
turn when Nick 
Fury (Samuel 
Jackson) 
suddenly shows 
up in his hotel 
room.

               Lion King 
(July 18) The Lion 
King has some of your 
favorite characters 
including Simba 
(Donald Glover), Nala 
(Beyoncé), and Pumbaa 
(Seth Rogen).    
     They used to be 
cartoons but are now part 
of a live-action movie. 

 
Dora and the Lost 
City of Gold
(July 31) Dora the Explorer, 
(Isabela Moner) who 
started off as a little girl 
with her backpack that had 
everything in it, is now 
grown up. 

Summer Blockbusters

Many choices to fill the lazy days of summer

Abby Maurer 
Beginning Reporter

Stranger Things (Netflix)
     Dive into the 
upside down that 
is Stranger Things. 
Based in 1985, this 
Netflix original is 
about a monstrous 
creature and a group 
of friends tackling this 
issue. 

     Throughout the show, the bond 
between the friends grow including 
young love. The final season will be 
released on July 4, and it promises to 
end with a bang. (2 seasons) 

On My Block (Netflix)
     A group of four friends navigate their 
way through high school while dealing 
with the dangers of their neighborhood. 
     Their lifelong friendship is 
challenged with the struggles of being a 
teen. Their newest season shows more 
in depth with what is happening in their 
lives. (3 seasons)

Santa Clarita Diet (Netflix)
Santa Clarita Diet is 
a messy show about a 
modern family who gets 
their life turned upside 
down. Sheila, the mom, 

goes through a dramatic transformation 
which results in her being undead -- 
which then causes her to eat people. 
This American-horror comedy mixes a 
modern life show with the undead. (3 
seasons)  

The Umbrella Academy (Netflix)
     Seven children, all born on the 
same day, get adopted by a billionaire 
industrialist, Sir Reginald Hargreeves. 
     He creates The Umbrella Academy 
and his death brings his now adult 
children to save the world with 
their interesting and dysfunctional 
superpowers. (1 season) 

How to Get Away with 
Murder (Netflix)
     Annalise, a professor of defense law, 
teaches her students how to get away 
with murder. From the beginning of the 
show, Annalise and her five students 
deal with multiple murders and how 
to get away with them. This show 

will leave you confused, shocked and 
wanting to know more. (6 seasons)

The Perfectionist: 
Pretty Little Liars 
(Hulu)
     Based on the series 
Pretty Little Liars, this new 
chapter is about mystery 

in a new friend group. This is a more 
modern version to the murder mystery 
that is the Pretty Little Liars series. The 
murder mystery will have you jaw-
dropped while watching. (1 season) 

Black Mirror (Netflix) 
     Black Mirror is a show based on a 
sharp and suspenseful plot filled with 
tales that explore techno-paranoia. 
     Each episode has a new plot, which 
could be confusing but is fulfilling. (4 
seasons) 

The Assassination of Gianni 
Versace   
     (Netflix ) The defining 
moments of Andrew 
Cunanan›s life leading up 
to a 1997 murder spree that 
kills five, including fashion 
icon. Gianni Versace. 
     Each 50-minute long 

episode is filled with the chilling story 
of Andrew Cunanan›s life during his 
killing spree. (1 season)

American Horror Story(Netflix)
     This American Horror TV show is 
filled with many horrific, yet appealing 
topics. A family of three moves from 
Boston to Los Angeles into a house 
which brings back the houses dark past 
which starts to haunt the new residents. 
(9 seasons)

The Office 
(Netflix) 
     This sitcom 
is about the 
people who work 
at Dunder Mifflin, a paper-supply 
company. While working in their 
office, they continually have jokes 
and arguments that fill the room with 
laughter. An extremely funny show 
made in documentary style where the 
cast can talk to the audience. 
     It’s a great show to binge and is a 
favorite viewers can always go back to. 
(9 seasons)

Dominic Martinez
Beginning Reporter

Places to go Tucson
Mt. Lemmon: About a half hour 
outside of Tucson and is 20-degrees 
cooler. There are hiking trails, a man-
made lake stocked with fish, and 
beautiful scenic overlooks. 
     In Summerhaven, the Cookie 
Cabin sells food, including plate-sized, 
colossal cookies. 

Malls:  Park Place, La Encantada, 
Tucson Premium Outlet, and Tucson 
Mall are the places to shop for all the 
latest trends. 
     The best part? Cool air conditioning.

Reid Park Zoo: Founded in 1967, 
the Reid Park Zoo, is a 17-acre zoo with 
more than 500 animals. It’s open from 
9 a.m.–4 p.m. $10.50 adults ages 15-61.

Funtastics Family Fun Park:    
     Featuring laser tag, batting cages, 
go-karts, mini-golf, 
rides and more, this 
is a fun place to hang 
with your friends 
and engage in some 
friendly competition. 

Places to go in Phoenix
OdySea Aquarium

     OdySea 
Aquarium 
is a marine 
aquarium,in 
Scottsdale. 
     It is the 
largest aquarium 

in the Southwest United States and 
holds more than 2,000,000 gallons of 
water. There are over 30,000 animals 
and 500 different species in 50 exhibits. 

Chase Field is a great place to a 
catch a baseball 
game. It is the home 
of the Arizona 
Diamondbacks 
and is the eighth-
largest baseball 
park by capacity 
in the world. In left field, next to the 
restaurant, there is a playground and 
batting cage called the Sandlot, named 
after the iconic baseball movie. 

Castles N’ Coasters is an 
amusement park center located in 
Phoenix. It’s about 10 acres with an 
18-hole mini golf course with indoor 
games and several rides. 

Big Surf is a 
huge waterpark 
with lots of 
different slides 
and attractions.   
     It opened 
in 1969 and is 
located in Tempe, Arizona. General 
Admission (48″ and taller): $34.00.

Hurricane Harbor Phoenix
Six Flags Hurricane Harbor Phoenix is 

a water park on 35 
acres of land.
Adult: $43.99, Child 
(3-12), $43.99. 

Other Places in Arizona
Roosevelt Lake
     Formed by Theodore Roosevelt 
Dam, Theodore Roosevelt is the largest 
lake located within the state of Arizona. 
     People can rent boats and camp out; 
there is also an RV park.

Summer Scenic Skyride: 
     The summit is 11,500 feet in 
elevation. 
     Guests can take a ride to the top of 
an extinct volcano for a breathtaking 
views of northern Arizona.

Arizona Zipline Adventures: On 
the back of Mt. Lemmon’s Arizona 
Zipline Adventures are five different 
zipline spans. 
     They range in length from 400 ft. to 
1,500 ft. with a Peppersauce Kitchen.
Adult-$79.99, Children-$69.99,

Flagstaff Extreme Adventure 
Course is a course designed to test 
your stamina, agility, problem-solving 
skills and mental toughness. 
     The course includes roped bridges 
and logs, Tarzan ropes, zip lines, nets, 
tightropes, and climbing walls. 
     It is a playground in the trees for kids 
and adults.

Grand Canyon National Park 
has layered bands of red rock revealing 
millions 
of years of 
geological 
history and 
erosion 
formed 
for the 
Colorado 
River. 
     It is 277 river miles long, up to 18 
miles wide, and a mile deep. The park 
was founded on February 26, 1919.
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Summer products to keep you fresh Books to fill hot 
days of summer
Chloe Nelson
Beginning Reporter 

The Alienist, by Caleb Carr 
       Perfect for 
historical novel 
lovers with a twist 
of mystery. This 
book has been 
recognized as a 
detective, historical, 
and mystery novel. 

     Set in 1896, eight years after the 
Jack the Ripper case, it is a time when 
the word “psychopath” was new to 
scientists. 

Pet Sematary, by Stephen King
     Look out horror-
fiction lovers. This 
story is set in 1989 
when the Creed family 
moves into a country-
side home, with a 
suspicious neighbor 
next door. 
     After their cat is killed running 
on the highway, the family buries 
the animal in the pet cemetery. 
Not realizing this is a sacred burial 
ground, new issues being to arise.
 The Book Thief, by Markus Zusak

     Read about the 
surprising love story 
throughout this tragic 
novel based during 
the time of World War 
II. Death introduces 
himself as the narrator 
of the novel. 

     The first time he saw the book 
thief, he says, was on a train. ... 
Liesel, her mother, and her brother 
Werner are traveling on a train to 
Munich when Werner suddenly dies. 
What happens next? Find out! 

Milk and Honey, by Rupi Kaur
      Chill out by the 
pool this summer and 
pick up this small 
book of poems and 
prose.  Experience the 
violence, abuse, love, 
loss, and femininity. 
     The book is 
divided into four chapters, and each 
chapter serves a different purpose and 
deals with a different pain. 

Mr. Penumbra’s 24 Hour 
Bookstore, by  Robin Sloan

     Find out what 
happens when you 
mix old codes and 
new technology in 
this short book about 
a secret society. 
     Mr. Penumbra’s 
24-Hour Bookstore 
combines elements 

of fantasy, mystery, friendship and 
adventure as a way of looking at 
the modern conflict and transition 
between new technology. 

Dorothy Must Die, 
by Danielle Paige
     Read about one 
of your favorite 
childhood stories; 
but in a new, cruel, 
twisted way. 
     “But when your 
whole life gets swept 
up by a tornado - 
taking you with it - you have no 
choice but to go along, you know?” 
as one of the character’s say. 

Sage Garcia
Beginning Reporter

     School is out very soon 
and summer is just around 
the corner. Everyone will find 
themselves with a lot more time 
on their hands than normal. 
     Instead of laying around at 
home with nothing to do, here 
are some activities that will keep 
you active. 
These activites may not  require 
much effort and you can do 
some of these activites right in 
your own home.  
      Summer Body Workouts
     These body weight exercises will 
give you a great summer body and 
will condition all parts of your body. 
 10 Push-ups: Go into a 
plank position the touch your chest 
to the ground and push up.
 20 Burpees: Go down on 
the ground and touch your chest to 
the ground similar to a push up and 
stand back up with a jump.
 30 Lunges: Take a big step 
forward and bend your knees until 
your back knee touches the ground 
and both knees are at a 90 degree 
angle, and then stand to switch feet.
 40 Mountain Climbers:In a 
plank position and alternate bringing 
one leg to your chest and switching.
 50 Squats: Stand with your 
feet shoulder-width apart and bend 
your hips and knees at the same time 
until your hips are even or lower 
than your knees, and then stand up.
 60 Jump Ropes: Use a jump 
rope and jump in any way you want.

Leg Day Workout
     This workout targets muscles in 
your legs and glutes. You may feel it 
when you are walking the next day.

Three Sets of Each
 15 Jump Squats: Go down 
in a squat position and jump up.
 30 Side Lunges: Step to the 
side and lunge to the one side.
 15 Alternating Lunge 
Jumps: Go into a lunge position and 
jump up switching legs into another 
lunge.
 15 Glute Bridges: Lay 
down on the ground with your knees 
bent, and then lift your hips up and 
straighten out.
 30 Donkey Kicks: Go onto 
your hands and knees and kick one 
leg up.

Ultimate Core Workout
     If you want abs, this workout will 
help get all the core exercises.

Three Sets of Each
 1 Minute Plank: Hold a 
plank position for 60 seconds.
 50 Flutter Kicks: Sit in 
a hollow hold with your feet six 
inches above the ground and kick 
your feet up and down.
 40 Russian Twists: Sit in a 
tuck and twist from side to side and 
touch the ground.
 30 Bicycle Kicks: Sit in a 
hollow alternating a knee to your 
chest while straightening the other.
 20 Sit-Ups: Lay on the 
ground with knees bent and sit up.
 10 V-Ups: Sit in a hollow 
and bring your straight legs up and 
touch your toes.
 1 Minute Plank: Hold a 
plank position for 60 seconds

Other Summer Workout Ideas
     If you find yourself bored, here 
are some easy activities to get you 
moving.
 Long Distance Run: 
Run the route around Riverfront 
Park which is just under a mile, 
or consider running around your 
neighborhood.
 Go Swimming: Swim a 
few laps at the Oro Valley Aquatic 
Center (in James Kreigh Park just 
east of CDO High School) where the 
hours are 5 a.m. - 8 p.m. Admission 
is $5 for youth. Of course, you can 
alwayswim at home or at a friend’s 
house.
 Go On A Bike Ride: If you 
own a bike, go on a nice bike ride 
around your own neighborhood
 Yoga: Try to follow a yoga 
video on YouTube or do some of 
your own yoga poses at home and 
relax your mind
 YMCA: The YMCA has 
amazing fitness facilities, gyms, 
equipment, and pools for you to get 
fit for the summer. There is not a 
fee to join from May 1–31, and the 
monthly fee is $22.50 for students 
ages 15 and up. 
 Go On A Hike: There are 
plenty of beautiful places in Arizona 
to go on a hike, like one of the trails 
at Catalina State Park. You can also 
challenge yourself with a hike up 
Tumamoc Hill.
 Walk Your Dog: If you have 
a dog at home, take them on a nice 
walk around your neighborhood or 
to a nearby park to play. Not only 
will you get some exercise, but your 
dog will, too.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Workouts to focus different fitness goals over the summer

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Riley Weymer
Beginning Reporter

     Summer is here. It’s a 
perfect time to check out 
the latest in fun products.

MAKE UP
Bobbi Brown Crushed 
Liquid Lip   
     This is a liquid lipstick 
with a velvety, smooth 
texture that moisturizes lips 
and is waterproof. $26
Fenty Beauty Sun Stalk’r 
Instant 
Warmth 
Bronzer   
    Released 
Apr. 5, this 
new bronzer 
was created for all kinds 
of different skin tones with 
different undertones. $30
Dior Lip Glow To The Max 
     This newly-released lip 
balm will keep lips from 
getting dry while giving them 
a light pigment. $36
Chanel Baume Essentiel 
Multi-Use Glow Stick  
     For those who want a 
natural 
highlighter, 
this one 
from 
Chanel is 
the perfect 
summer 
glow. $45
Fenty Beauty Body Lava 
For glowy, summer-esque 
skin, this body lava will act 
as a shimmer oil for skin. $59

HAIR CARE
Not Your Mother’s Beach 
Babe 
Texturizing 
Sea Salt 
Spray 
     For a 
textured, 
wavy 
hairstyle this 
summer, use 
this sea salt 
spray for natural-looking 
waves. $4

Bumble and bumble Surf 
Spray 
     Bumble and bumble offers 
a variety of products, but this 
sea salt spray adds texture, 
volume and waves to hair. $16

SKIN CARE
FOR GUYS

Brickell 
Men’s 
Purifying 
Charcoal 
Face Wash  
     This is 
a purifying 
cleanser that 
detoxifies 
skin without 

stripping it of necessary oils. 
     It gently removes oils and 
dirt from the skin. $25

Clinique For Men 
Moisturizing Lotion  
     For a lightweight, easy 
moisturizer, this lotion will 
provide skin-strengthening 
ingredients and will absorb 
quickly into skin. $27

FOR GIRLS
Aztec Secret Indian 
Healing Clay 
     This clay mask will pull 
impurities and dirt from skin. 
     Calcium bentonite 
provides a deep cleanse, 
which will leave skin feeling 
soft and supple. $8 

Peach & Lily Glass Skin 
Refining Serum   
     The glass skin trend is 
still popular, and this serum 
will help 
skin look 
smooth and 
glossy. 
     For only 
1.35 oz. of 
product, it 
won’t last 
very long 
if used liberally. $39

Jurlique Rosewater 
Balancing Mist 
     For those who want a 
beautiful, balanced, even skin 
tone, this mist will balance 
skin. $35

Tatcha Silken Pore 
Perfecting Broad Spectrum 

     
Tatcha’s 
sunscreen, 
SPF 
35, will 
act as a 
protective 
layer from 
UV rays 

and hide imperfections. 
     This product also acts as 
a pore perfector, which most 
sunscreens do not. $65

FOR EVERYONE
Mario Badescu Cucumber 
Cleansing Lotion 
     This lotion, made with 
cucumber, will help cool skin 
during the hot, dry summer 
months. $15

La Mer The Moisturizing 
Soft Cream  
     This 
shea butter-
infused 
cream 
will leave 
skin silky 
smooth. 
     It’s the perfect cure for 
dry skin in the summer.   
     However, it is on the 
pricey side for only half of an 
ounce. $85

Dermalogica Daily 
Microfoliant 
     For 
smooth and 
soft skin, this 
exfoliant will 
keep your 
skin soft. 
     It’s made 
with microbeads that avoid 
the microscopic tears in the 
skin that some sugar scrubs 
create. 
     It’s only .45 ounces, but 
once added with water, the 
product goes a long way. $15
  
Aveeno Protect + Hydrate 
Lotion Sunscreen Broad 
Spectrum SPF 70 
    This sunscreen will 
protect skin while keeping it 
moisturized.  $9
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“I will miss soccer 
because those 
are memories I 

can never replace. 
I’ll also miss the 

teachers that 
made HS worth it.”

Faith Linehan 
Senior

Cora Hufault
Senior

Erin Sweeney
Senior

Galey Dutton
Senior

Madi Peña
Senior

Matt Higbee
Senior

“I will miss 
my friends.”

“I will miss my 
minimum wage 
job paying for 

lunches, lashes, 
and lattes! NOT 
tuition, car pay-
ments and rent!”

“I’ll miss making 
weird movies 

in my film class 
and my 

homedogs from 
film.”

“I’ll miss the 
support and love 

around me 
everyday, and 

seeing my friends 
and family at 

school.”

“I will miss the art 
room because 

I love the 
environment.”

“I’m going to miss 
the owl in the 

basket that I get 
to see everyday!”

Savannah Lawson
Senior

Romeo Reiff
Senior

Kara Bartell
Senior

Tyven Funk
Senior

Julian De Alva
Senior

Louis Leonard
Senior

“I am going 
to miss 

Mrs. Rutherford’s 
art class and 

everyone who 
was in it.”

“I’ll miss seeing 
all of my friends 

in the halls 
everyday.”

“I will miss my 
friends, sports, 
and the good 

memories I made 
along with 

bonding with 
teachers.”

“What I will miss 
are the 

teachers and staff 
that made our 

high school 
experience so 

good.”

“I’m going to 
miss all of 

my homies!”

“I am going to 
miss having time 
after school and 

hanging out with 
my friends.”

Sierra Smaragdas
Senior

Hunter Delperdang
Senior

Emily Brinson
Senior

Connor Watson
Senior

Trinity Serna
Senior

Leslie Crumley
Senior

“I will miss art 
class so much!”

“I enjoyed 
going to class and 

learning 
new things.”

“I will miss my 
senior science 
because the 

teacher was the 
best.”

“I’m going to miss 
my favorite 

teachers like 
Ms. Ambrosio and 

Profe. Rohrer.”

“I’ll miss being 
able to have lunch 

with my friends 
everyday.”

“I will miss being 
able to see my 

friends everyday 
having guidance 

from my 
teachers.”

Anyssa Hlivko
Senior

Joanna Mona
Senior

Brianna Becerra
Senior

Jacob Fahey
Senior

Eliseo Flores
Senior

David Deptula
Senior

“I am going to 
miss my 

junior year 
English teacher 
Ms. Ackerman.”

“I liked 
meeting new 
people and 
making new 

friends.”

 “I will miss all of 
the friendships 
I made during 

high school and 
when we got to 
watch movies in 

class.”

“I’m going to 
miss seeing 

familiar faces 
everyday in the 

hallways.”

“I’ll miss all of 
my friends since 
a lot of them are 

going to different 
colleges.”

Responses collected by Alorah Losano, Faith Linehan, and Danae Cuaron

Seniors share what they’ll miss about the Ridge
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Nighthawks reflect on best moments of the year

“The dodge-
ball tournament 

when I went with 
my friends. We 

ended up at the 
vending machines 

spending $10.”

Edgar Bentacourt
Freshman

Maddie Cesar
Freshman

Emma Miller
Freshman

Damian Cecala
Freshman

Jaiden Baker
Freshman

Soleil LaSalle
Freshman

“Basketball season 
because we got 

to see how many 
people came out 
to support us. We 
also grew closer 

as a team.”

“Homecoming 
because it was 

my first time ex-
periencing school 
spirit, and I met a 
lot of people I’m 
still friends with.”

“Basketball sea-
son because I 

got to meet a lot 
of new people, 

and I got to hang 
out with some of 
my old friends.”

“Probably the last 
pep assembly 
because it was 
during my first 

couple weeks at 
Ironwood, so it 
was really cool.”

“Winter formal 
because it was 

my first ever 
school dance and 
I had such a fun 
night with my 

friends.”

“I liked formal 
and the second 
assemply. There 
were a lot of col-
ors, and I loved 
the games and 
performances.”

Amanda Lerner
Sophomore

Breydan Carson
Sophomore

Jose Garcia
Sophomore

Vanessa Perry
Sophomore

Leilani Becerra
Sophomore

Brady Nelson
Sophomore

“My favorite 
memory was 
hanging out 

around the time 
of homecom-

ing and spending 
time with friends.”

“I remember my 
boyfriend ended 
up dislocating his 

thumb right before 
5th period; every-
one was laughing. 

It was so funny.”

“My favorite 
memories from 
this year were 
probably just 

playing baseball 
and hanging with 

my boys.”

“The game before 
homecoming and 
just the people I 
was surrounded 
with that night 

made it so 
enjoyable.”

“Probably being 
with all the 

baseball boys, 
doing really good 

all year, and 
beating some of 
the top teams.”

“Oh definitely that 
meditative and 

soothing chirp of 
the school bell 

that rings 
everyday at 

3:35p.m.”

Dane Johnson
Junior

Kiana Baldenegro
Junior

Alicia Beikes
Junior

Gage Bolt
Junior

Ossian Delgado
Junior

Kaiyah Mims
Junior

“Our last away 
game when we 
killed Cienega. 

We had fun 
playing because 

it was our last 
game.”

“My favorite 
memory from this 

school year was 
probably when 
my guitar class 
performed for 

school.”

“My favorite 
memory from this 

year has to be 
drawing in art 
because it’s re-

laxing, and I look 
forward to it.”

“[Becoming]
a designer and 

creative director 
because it allows 

me to be 
something bigger 

than myself.”

“My favorite 
memories were 

the football 
games with all 

my friends.”

“Senior prom 
because that’s 

where I was able 
to appreciate and 

reflect on great 
memories of the 

last dance.”

Caven Jackson
Senior

Athena Honebrink
Senior

Lydia Pedroza
Senior

Micah Morrison
Senior

Martin Myette
Senior

Alyssa Schwarz
Senior

“My favorite 
memory was 

from the soccer 
season when we 

made it to the 
semi-finals.”

“Probably just 
making memo-

ries at prom with 
all of my friends 
since it was our 
last one. It was 

really fun.”

“My favorite 
memory was 

leading the tennis 
team to state as 

co-captain.”

“Just being a 
good leader and 
an inspiration to 
the underclass-

men was my 
favorite part of 

the year.”

“My best memory 
is from prom 

because I had so 
much fun 

hanging out and 
dancing with all 

of my friends.”

Responses collected by Jordan Good and Aubrey Pettitt
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Teachers leaving school for variety of reasons
Chloe Nelson / Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Beginning Reporter 

     Seniors aren’t the only 
Nighthawks leaving the 
campus without plans to 
return in August.
     Some of our 
hardworking, beloved 
faculty members are 
pursuing new paths after 
this school year.
     Our teachers, 
counselors, coaches, and 
administrators are the 
adults we look up to as role 
models on campus, and for 
many of us, they are the 
special people who guide 
us and help make us better 
people beyond the walls of 
the school.
     We understand that 
change is inevitable and a 
part of life; however, there 
is no doubt we are going 
to miss -- and never forget 
-- those who are leaving at 
the end of this year. 

JOHN BURNHAM
Math

Years in Education: 7
Years at IRHS: 5

     Burnham will be re-
membered for his offbeat 
sense of humor and con-
necting with his students. 
     Burnham leaves IRHS to 
return to working construc-
tion and house flipping. 
     Highlights of his time 
here are watching assem-
blies, graduations, and 
being part of the Ironwood 
family. 
“Knowledge is doing stuff.”

DANIELLE 
RUTHERFORD, 2-D Art 

Years in Education: 11
Years at IRHS: 8

JESSICA TURNER
English

Years in Education: 12
Years at IRHS: 3

     Rutherford will be 
remembered for loving her 
students and having a warm 
and safe environment to 
create art in. 
     A favorite memory she has 
is when her husband pro-
posed to her during her class.
    Rutherford leaves IRHS 
to teach at Sahuarita HS; it 
is close to her home which 
allows her more family time.

“Live a happy life.”

     Turner will be remem-
bered for her engaging 
student projects.
    She said she will miss 
her students, who she calls 
some of the friendliest 
people.
     Turner leaves IRHS to 
teach English at Basis Tuc-
son North.  
“I enjoyed working with 
all the wonderful students 
here.” 

ZACH WOLF
Math; Football Coach
Years in Education: 9

Years at IRHS: 9
     Wolf enjoyed working 
with his students and will 
be remembered for the 
connections he made with 
them. 
     His favorite part about 
the school was the quirky 
individuals and the students.
     Wolf leaves IRHS after 
accepting a teaching and 
coaching position at 
Mountain View HS.

“Always stay positive.” 

MATT JOHNSON
PE teacher; Football Coach

Years in Education: 20
Years at IRHS: 10

     Johnson will be remem-
bered for countless hours 
in the weight room and 
on the field supporting his 
students and players and 
helping them achieve their 
goals.
     Johnson leaves IRHS 
after accepting a teaching 
and coaching position at 
Mountain View HS.

“Prepararation is 
the key to life.” 

RYAN MUZZY 
English 

Years in Education: 1
Years at IRHS: 1

     Muzzy will be remem-
bered for his rapport with 
his students. 
      A fond memory he has 
was sharing his lunch time 
with his fellow teachers and 
hearing their stories.
     Muzzy is leaving IRHS 
to become a police officer 
in Phoenix where he has 
family. 
“Don’t be afraid of failure, 
because everyone does.” 

JEANNE SHAFFER
Math

Years in Education: 1
Years at IRHS: 1

     Shaffer will be remem-
bered for her positive inter-
action with her students.
    Shaffer leaves IRHS to 
go to spend more time with 
her family even though she 
loves teaching. She said 
that right now is not the 
right time for her to teach. 

“Freshman need to 
recognize they can 

fail and will have to 
retake a class.” 

TONY JACOBSEN 
Administrator; Athletic Dir.

Years in Education: 20
Years at IRHS: 5

     Jacobsen worked with 
athletes and students and 
will be remembered for 
caring about people 
     He leaves IRHS but is 
uncertain if he will contin-
ue working in education. 
    A highlight of his time 
at Ironwood includes any 
game night.  

“Take advantage of 
your opportunities 

and then go with it.”

GREER WILLMAN
Special Education

Years in Education: 1
Years at IRHS: 1

     Willman will be remem-
bered for her bright smile 
and positive personality.
     She really enjoyed 
working with the students.
     Willman leaves IRHS to 
return to school as a student 
and study psychology. 
She will return to education 
with an advanced degree. 

“Thank you to the 
sweetest students I could 

have asked for.” 

SALLY MILLER
English 

Years in Education: 23
Years at IRHS: 4

     Miller will be remem-
bered for her warmth and 
understanding. She said 
she loves her students and 
will miss them greatly. 
     Miller leaves IRHS 
after accepting a position at 
Amphi High School as the 
REACH Coordinator. 
     She is leaving Ironwood 
the same time her son    
Justin graduates.     

“Follow your heart.” 

ELLISA BEAMISH
Counselor

Years in Education: 7
Years at IRHS: 7

     Beamish will be re-
membered for going the 
extra mile for her students.
     Beamish left IRHS 
because her husband got a 
job in California, and she is 
looking to work as a coun-
selor near their new home 
in Petaluma.
     A highlight of working 
with students was seeing 
them  gradute.

“Be kind.” 

JAKE ALLEN
Special Ed.; Football 

Coach
Years in Education:2

     Allen will be remem-
bered for being involved in 
helping his students excel. 
     Allen is a graduate of 
Ironwood, and he has loved 
his time working here.
     Allen leaves IRHS for a 
position at  Mountain View  
High School. 

“I appreciate the 
opportunity to begin 
my teaching career 
where it all began.” 

LEAH EVANS
Counselor

Years in Education: 18 
Years at IRHS: 15

    Evans will be remem-
bered for caring about her 
students and co-workers. 
She is someone who is 
committed to making a 
difference in the lives of 
students.
     Evans leaves IRHS to 
spend more time with her 
family. 

“Dream big, plan well, 
work hard, and smile 

always.”

AJ LEPORE
Fine Arts 

Years in Education: 8
Years at IRHS: 3

     Lepore will be remem-
bered for his warm and 
funny sense of humor.
     He leaves IRHS to take 
care of his son who will be 
born this summer.
     He will miss wor-
ing with the phenomenal 
young people who have 
made him a better musi-
cian, educator and leader.

“In everything you do, 
do it for The Fat Lady.” 
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Humor Me:
Study Cube Prison
Naseem Rezaei
Editor / Reporter

    Sick and tired of driving to the 
library to study? 
     Hate it when your house is too 
loud to concentrate? 
     Desk too clutterly? 
     Well fear no more.
      Introducing the study cube, a 
small space created just for kids to 
study.
      Not only is it small, but it can 
lock from the inside or the outside.
    For just $2,000, you can IKEA it 
yourself. 
   You may be wondering, why spend 
2K on a wooden cube?
     #1 Privacy: Many students get 
stressed out during the time of fi nals, 
especially when their parents keep 
barging in to talk to them. With this 
cube, you can go in and lock yourself 
in; that way, no parents, child, or pet 
can get through.
    #2 Focus: In this soundproof box, 
the child can easily concentrate. With 
the obvious small space provided 
inside the cube, there is no room for 
phones, computers, or even an Xbox. 
Just time for you and your notebook 
to get to know each other.
   #3 Saves time: We have all been 
there: trying to run, bike, or drive 
to the nearest library to study. But 
wouldn’t that all feel better if you 
just brought the awkward silence and 
clean smell to your own room?
      I made my point.
   If you’re not convinced, check out a 
review for this one of a kind product.
     “My daughter used to spend a lot 
of time eating outside, going out, 
studying, etc. Now, she doesn’t men-
tion going anywhere to study. All she 
does is study in the cube all the time 
until she sleeps at night. Her room 
was too small, so I removed her bed 
to make room for the study cube,” 
said a mother whose child tried the 
cube in her home, according to DKD-
KTV News.com.
     But many people wonder where 
this growing trend came from.                
  In the Korean drama Sky Castle, the 
main character’s daughter is shown 
constantly studying in the cube. 
    Since the series premiered episode 
back in 2018, the number of study 
cubes bought not only in Korea, but 
in America as well, caused an actual 
shortage of study cubes products in 
Korea.
     Who needs the infl uence of the 
internet when you have the infl uence 
of a single t.v. show? 
   Everyone will soon ditch libraries 
and desks and their beds to make way 
for the big study cube. 

Conspiracy theories brought to light
Addison Marshall
Beginning Reporter

     Conspiracy theories are popular today. 
Research indicates that half the American 
public believes in at least one conspiracy 
theory in any given year. Whether they 
get their facts from the internet, Shane 
Dawson, or a family member, humans fi nd 
fascination in questioning everything.

Conspiracy Theory #1 
First Moon Landing Faked

           
     One of the early promoters of the moon 
landing conspiracy theory was the Fox 
Television Network, which, in 2001, aired 
a documentary-style fi lm titled “Conspira-
cy Theory: Did We Land on the Moon?”
     It claimed that NASA faked the fi rst 
landing in 1969 to win the Space Race.  
     The fi lm presented “evidence” of de-
ception including photos showing no stars 
in the lunar sky and American fl ags rip-
pling on the moon despite the fact there’s 
no air or wind in space.
     “It presented what’s become one of the 
most enduring claims by hoaxers: those 
astronauts could not have passed through 
the Van Allen radiation belts, in order to get 
to the moon,” according to earthsky.org.
     What are the Van Allen Radiation 
belts? Originating from the solar wind, 
energetic charged particles are captured 
and held around a planet by that planets 
magnetic fi eld. 
     The zones were named for James A. 
Van Allen, the American physicist who 
discovered them in 1958.
      These belts are dangerous to humans 
since they contain deadly doses of radia-
tion, hence the name. 

     NASA claimed that since the astro-
nauts spent so little time in the belts, they 
were not exposed to the radiation.
     However, studies claim that no matter 
the amount of time, human beings cannot 
survive passing through the belts. 
     All of these claims have been ex-
plained with the facts; of course, people 
don’t usually base conclusions off  facts.

Conspiracy Theory #2

People Controlled by Chemtrails
     Chemtrails refer to the theory that 
governments or other parties are engaged 
in a secret program to add toxic chemicals 
to the atmosphere. 
     Ever seen jets in the sky and watched 
the white trail that follows them? 
     Those are called contrails (conden-
sation trails) and it’s caused when hot 
exhaust meets cool air. 
     Conspiracy theorists call those chem-
trails because they believe the government 
places chemicals in the chemtrails for 
mind control, to stop human evolution, 
and to control the weather. 
     The theories usually claim that normal 
jet plane output should fade away quickly, 
so any clouds that do not disappear imme-
diately must be full of additional, undis-
closed substances.
     What are the supposed “mind-con-
trolling” abilities? Some chemtrails have 
been said to be analyzed and shown to be 
producing a euphoric state of mind. 
     Supposedly, the chemtrails also cause 
lower reactivity in the eff ected brains. 
     Nobody has ever been proved to have 
been aff ected by chemtrails as of today.

Conspiracy Theory #3
Chuck E. Cheese Recycles Pizza 

   
       
  

Popular YouTuber and conspiracy theo-
rist Shane Dawson recently uploaded 
a YouTube video, bringing light to the 
decade old conspiracy: Chuck E. Cheese’s 
“recycles” their old pizza. 
     People who have been to Chuck E. 
Cheese knows their pizza is a bit odd. The 
slices are in diff erent shapes. The crust 
doesn’t form a circle, the slices of pep-
peroni don’t match up, and the cheese on 
each of the slices is cooked diff erently. 
     After this evidence was given, many 
people went to Chuck E. Cheese’s to 
investigate for themselves. It quickly 
became a trending topic in society.
      “A Google search turned up two 
Yahoo! answers threads from 10 years ago 
in which concerned customers postulated 
that staff  at the family-friendly chain were 
recycling pizza slices that get left behind 
on the table after customers fi nish eating. 
     “In his video, Dawson strongly sug-
gested that Chuck E. Cheese’s employees 
could be reheating leftover slices and us-
ing them to form new pizzas, although no 
evidence of this has emerged over the past 
decade,” according to www.boston.com. 
     Chuck E. Cheese’s responded. “The 
claims made in this video about Chuck E. 
Cheese’s and our pizzas are unequivocally 
false,” the chain said in a statement sent to 
multiple media outlets. 
     “No conspiracies here – our pizzas are 
made to order, and we prepare our dough 
fresh in restaurant, which means that 
they’re not always perfectly uniform in 
shape, but always delicious,”continued the 
statement.  

                         Photo courtesy kotaku.com
The study cube has been sold world wide and 
many see it as an upgrade of an IKEA desk.

10 movies everyone should see
Evy Sloane
Beginning Reporter 

     You fi nally fi nished the school year. 
All the hard work is over and now… 
you have no idea what to do with your-
self. Well, luckily for you, there are a 
bunch of good classic movies to watch.

Heathers 
Starring Winona Ryder as 
a popular girl in a clique 
she dislikes, this dark and 
twisted movie paved the 
way for Mean Girls. 
     It follows her as things 
fall apart around her, 

which ends up making a very murderous 
and quite entertaining fi lm.

Jaws 
     A young woman is found dead and 
pretty soon there are shark attacks left 
and right on the shores of Amity Island. 
     The quest begins to fi nd and kill the 
monstrous beast haunting their shores. 
This movie will scare you out of your 
next trip to the beach. 

Breakfast At Tiff any’s
     Set in New York, Audrey Hepburn 
plays a young woman who 
fi nds herself captivated by 
a young man who moves 
into her apartment build-
ing. 
     As she pursues her feel-
ings, she has no idea what 
craziness will come of it. 
An essential, classic love story of two 
characters who fall in love. 

Clueless 
As the most popular girl in 
school, Cher feels as though 
she needs to do some good 
in the world. She gives 
social outcast Tai a life-
changing makeover, but she 
has no idea what this good 

deed will do to her reputation until Tai 
has already dethroned her.

West Side Story 
     A modern (1961) rendition of the 
classic story of Romeo and Juliet. Two 
rival gangs battle for control, and every-
thing turns bad when one gang member 
falls in love with a girl form the rival 
gang. 
     Remember the R&J’s tragic end? 
Yep. Sit back and enjoy.

E. T. the Extra- Terrestrial 
     A friendly little Extra-Terrestrial is 
stranded on earth. He is befriended by 
a boy who is determined to help him 
get home. This movie launched reeses 
pieces into the thriving business they are 
today. 

The Shining
     On a trip away from 
home with his family, 
Jack (Jack Nicholson) 
tries to cure his writer’s 
block. 
     His son Danny has 
horrible psychic premonitions, and that, 
combined with the uncovering of the 
hotels dark secrets, transforms Jack into 
a homicidal maniac set on terrorizing 
his family.

Psycho 
     A secretary embezzles 
$40,000 from an employ-
er’s client and goes on the 
run to escape her imminent 
punishment. 
     She checks into a motel, 
which turns out to be an 

even bigger mistake than stealing the 
money.
     This movie lives up to its name in 
every way possible. It’s a must-see  
classic that everyone should experience 
at least once in their lives.

Pulp Fiction
     Starring John Travolta and Samuel 
L. Jackson as hitmen, the story follows 
them and other characters as they go 
through their crime-fi lled lives. 
     They fi nd themselves running into 
each other constantly and cause a great 
deal of trouble wherever they go. 
     This movie re-launched the careers 
of these actors and has become a cult 
favorite. This is a classic Quentin Taran-
tino fi lm.

Night Of The Living Dead 
     One of the original zombie -poca-
lypse movies, and defi nitely one of the 
best. 
     Seven people are trapped in a farm-
house in Pennsylvania as 
the living dead grow in 
numbers.
     Everyone should experi-
ence this movie because it 
quite charming and enter-
taining.
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Seniors earn scholarships to play sports in college
Katie Birtcil

NM State, D1
Volleyball
The process of recruit-
ing was very stressful 
for Katie, but she loves 
the competition and 
is excited to play in 
college. 

     Katie graduated in December and is 
already living the college athlete dream. 
     Katie, who has been playing for 11 
years, constantly works out and practic-
es to “play and compete at a high level.” 
Katie lives by the quote “Just Do It.”

Nathan Baez
ASU, D1
Baseball
    Playing for the last 
13 years, Nathan was 
inspired to play base-
ball by his dad. 
     Nathan enjoys the 
competitiveness of 

baseball and he’s “excited to start the 
next chapter of his life and experience 
the new things that come with college.” 
     Nathan thanks God and his family 
for being there for him. His motto is 
“You can sleep when you die.” 

Haley Mayhew
NAU, D1
Swimming
     Haley originally 
committed to swim at 
OSU, but they cut the 
program. She is grate-
ful to be swimming 
for NAU next year. 

     She enjoys swimming because it’s 
stress relieving. “I love how the water 
feels. When you move fast through the 
water, you hear it rushing past you.” 
     She thanks her coach for pushing her 
and her parents for supporting her.

Hannah Houlton
CA Baptist, D1

 Swimming
                 Hannah, who has 

been swimming for 12 
years, was inspired to 
swim by her dad.                                                                     

               “He’s always been 
there to push me and 

make me the best I can be and never put 
a limit on what I could do,” she said. 
     Hannah wants to thank her parents 
for giving her what she’s needed to suc-
ceed in swimming and her coaches for 
always pushing her to the next level.

Alison Acosta
Chadron College, D2 
Golf
    Alison enjoys golf 
because of the indi-
viduality of it. 
     “You get out of it 
what you put into it, 
and the only person 

to depend on is yourself.” She says it’s 
okay to take breaks; you can still get 
burnt out from things you love to do.”
She thanks her parents for supporting 
her and Mr. Kautz “for being my snack 
provider and keeping me positive.”

Jaiden Reid
GCU, D1
Softball
     Jaiden’s motto for 
success is “Hate to 
lose more than you 
love to win.” 
     Jaiden partially tore 
her MCL and sprained 

her ACL last summer; although she was 
tempted to quit, Jaiden is thankful she 
continued to play. 
     She thank her parents, coaches, and 
friends, “for always having confidence 
and believing in me.”

Ashley Bass
Western Oregon, D2       
Softball
    Ashley thanks her 
parents for “helping 
me get through the 
tough times when I 
wanted to quit.” 
     Ashley enjoys the 

friendships and memories she has made 
that will last forever. She will hitting the 
gym and going for runs this summer. 
     She is excited for the change of     
scenery and getting away from the heat 
for awhile. “Go Wolves!”

Bella Santavicca
St Mary’s College of CA
D1, Soccer
     Bella loves soccer 
because “you get to be 
part of such a beauti-
ful game.” She will be 
playing on FC Tucson 
Women’s this summer.

     She wants to thank her parents for 
devoting so much to her career. 
     “If you have something in your life 
that makes everything feel like it’s going 
to be okay, do it for as long as you can. 
Do what makes you happy,” she says.

Frankie Lucio
Midland University
D2, Softball

    Frankie wants to 
thank her mother and 
pitching coach Kelly 
Fowler. “Without them, 
I would never have 
been able to be where I 

am today.” Frankie’s mom signed her up 
for softball where she fell in love with the 
sport and met Maddie Toia.“The thing I 
enjoy the most about softball is the girls. 
I have met so many wonderful people 
because of the sport.” 

Drew Cook
Colorado State - 
Pueblo, D2, Football
   Drew has played 
for 10 years and was 
inspired to play by his 
dad, who was a col-
lege athlete as well. 
     “I enjoy playing 

football because it’s a very fast-paced 
sport, and I love going fast.” 
     Drew is excited for moving to Colo-
rado and meeting his new family/team 
and would like to thank his family and 
everyone who’s supported him.

Seth Nager
ASU, D1
Baseball
     “Hard work beats 
talent when talent 
doesn’t work hard,” is 
Seth’s motto. 
     He enjoys playing 
baseball because “it 

requires patience and not everyone has 
that.” Seth says his parents “have been 
my biggest supporters since day one.” 
     He is excited for the experience 
to “get out of Tucson and meet new 
people.”

Julian DeAlva
Glendale CC
NJCAA, Baseball
     Julian thanks 
his dad for always 
being there and 
his coach Antonio 
Sepulveda. 

     “He’s the one who made me 
the player I am today.” 
     Julian enjoys the travel-
ling aspect of his sport. He was 
inspired by Pele and to not care 
what others think. A quote he 
lives by is “Size doesn’t matter if 
you’re good enough.”

Diana Nisbett
Midland University
D2, Softball
     Diana thanks 
her parents for 
pushing her the 
hardest and her 
coaches, “past and 
present.” 

     Diana loves the quick pace 
and competitiveness. 
     She overcame having to play 
with older girls and having to 
fight for a spot which has shaped 
her become the player she is 
today. 

Gabriela Hernandez
Pima College
NJCAA, Soccer
“One of the 
biggest lessons 
I learned is that 
you should not 
give up no matter 

how hard things are.” Gabriela 
has been playing for 11 years 
and wants to thank her parents 
for their support and confidence 
and her sister for being her role 
model. Gabriela loves soccer 
because it’s taught her many 
life lessons and it’s fun to play.

Twyla Himmel
Pima College
NJCAA, Soccer      
   Twyla enjoys 
her sport because 
“I get to do what 
I love with the 
people I love.” 

     She thanks her parents for 
supporting her. She used to be 
very shy, and it affected her 
game, but she worked hard to 
overcome it.Twyla was inspired 
to play soccer by a neighbor. 
Her motto for success is, 
“Don’t quit no matter what.”

Alyssa Kopach
Pima College
NJCAA, Soccer
         Alyssa 
enjoys how com-
petitive soccer 
is, and she would 
like to thank her 
family for always 

supporting her. 
     A motto she lives by is, “If 
you put your mind to it, you can 
do it.” 
     Alyssa is excited for play-
ing with her friends and a new 
experience.

Milani Quijada
Pima College
NJCAA, Soccer
   Milani fell 
in love with 
soccer when 
she went to her 
cousin’s soccer 
game. 

She thanks her parents for sup-
porting her and Coach Watkins 
for being a second dad to her. 
     “I’d like to thank all the 
girls on my team for making 
senior year amazing. I love you 
all so much.”

Ajay Ram
Pima College
NJCAA, Baseball
   Ajay has been 
playing since he 
was four years old 
and loves to hit. 
     His words       

of wisdom are “Don’t ask ques-
tions you don’t know the answer 
to.” 
     Ajay is excited for playing 
baseball next year and would like 
to thank “My parents for every-
thing.” 

Nikki Sukkell
Pima College
NJCAA, Soccer
   Nikki wants 
to thank her 
club coach Dave 
Cosgrove for 
giving her the 

love she has for the game and 
making her better. 
     Nikki overcame figuring  
out if she wanted to play in 
college. 
     Some words she lives by are,  
“It’s all mental. If you can get 
past that part, you’re good.”

Levi White 
Pima College
NJCAA, Baseball
  Levi enjoys his 
sport because 
“It’s the best 
game in the 
world.” 

     He wants to thank his fam-
ily, friends, and girlfriend for 
always supporting him. 
     Levi inspired himself to 
play and is excited for “playing 
with [his] buddies and getting 
better.”

Erica Baird 
Pima College
NJCAA, Softball

     “There will be 
times where 
you won’t be 
able to have 
someone help 

you with every little thing, and 
you have to learn to advocate 
for yourself,” is something 
Erica believes in. Erica was 
inspired to play by her mom, 
“hearing her stories about play-
ing in college inspired me to 
play at that level.” 

Courtney Ely
Pima College
NJCAA, Volleyball
Courtney has 
played volley-
ball for six years 
and thanks her 
mom for always 

supporting her “emotionally and 
financially.” She follows the mot-
to “keep negative thoughts out of 
your head.” She fell in love with 
the sport by going to the U of A 
games when she was growing up, 
which has inspired her to play at 
the next level. 

Keira Painter
Midland University
D2, Softball
    Keira has 
played for 14 
years and wants to 
thank her mom for 
“all the time and 
money  she has 

given to support my dream.” 
     Her mom signed her up for 
softball, and she fell in love with 
the game from the start. 
     Her motto for success is 
“hardwork beats talent when 
talent doesn’t beat hardwork.”

Richard Dowse
Lesley University
D3, Basketball
    Richard has 
played for seven 
years and enjoys 
“the competitive 
side of the sport.” 
He started to play 

because he thought it would be 
fun. 
     Richard is excited to be on 
his own and doing what he 
loves. He would like to thank 
his parents and club coaches for 
pushing him to get better.

CJ Mustain
US Merchant 
Marine Academy
D3, Football
CJ has been play-
ing football for 
10 years and was 
inspired to play 

by Tony Romo. CJ wants to 
thank Russell Ingle and Klaus 
Wyatt for “providing great 
music to listen to.” CJ enjoys 
scoring touchdowns and having 
“fun with the squad,” which is 
why he’s excited to be able to 
play football in college.

Connor Wierman
Occidental College
D3, Golf
    Connor didn’t 
play competi-
tively until he was 
older, which was 
a challenge he 

had to overcome when he faced 
opponents who had been playing 
competitively longer than him. 
     Connor is excited to continue 
to play golf year-round and get-
ting to live in Los Angeles. He 
has been playing golf since he 
was four years old. 

Isa Clanfield / Ian van der Merwe
Beginning Reporter 

     Most athletes have played a varity 
of sports from a young age, but at 
some point, they commited themselves 
completely to the sport they loved the 
most.
     After countless hours of practice at 
school and in club, they lived their sport 
year-round. 
     Their hard work has paid off. 
     These 26 student athletes have 
accepted scholarships and will play 
their sport in college. Congratulations!

                    



7Iron Quill | Sports                                             September 2018 13Iron Quill | Spring Sports                                             May 2019

Softball team still in contention for State title
Elena Gennaro
Beginning Reporter

     The softball season is ending, and 
the girls are still fi ghting to play at state. 
     Their next State game will be on 
Thursday afternoon, May 9. 
     “We’ve had a great season so far.  
We feel good going into the State 
Championship Tournament,” said Dave 
Martinez, varsity softball coach.
     Their overall record is 20 wins and 
four losses. They are placed as the No. 3 
seed in the tournament. 
     “The season was really effi  cient. The 
girls worked really well together, and 
we all put in the work we needed to get 
to where we are,” said sophomore Alexa 
Varner.
     Sunnyside and Cienega have been 
their toughest opponents so far. 
     During the regular season, one of the 
best games was the home game against 
Sunnyside. Hamilton High was another 
good win for them.
     Their are hopeful to win State.
     “We are still striving to get to our 
last goal which is to win the State 
Championship,” Martinez said.
     The bus rides from the away games 
are usually when the best memories are 
made. This year’s team likes to sing and 
have a good time on the bus. 
     This is true for senior Madison Toia, 
who has played softball all four years of 
high school.
     “My best memory was to be able to 
spend it with my dad who is helping the 
coach. He got me into softball in the fi rst 
place, so being able to end my softball 
career with him is special,” said Toia.    
     Of the team’s 20 players, only one 
suff ered an injury. 
     Sophomore Emma Almodoba was 
injured during the practice before the 
fi rst day of playoff s, so she was not able 
to compete in any of the State games.

     The eight seniors who will graduate 
will be missed by everyone. 
     “I’ll be really sad to see these seniors 
leave. They have been really good kids 
and great teammates for the younger 
girls,” said Martinez. 
     This group of seniors could possibly 
play in three State Championship games 
in four years if they play well in the 
playoff s matches. 
     Six seniors from the squad signed 
with college to play next year, and the 
coach is proud of them for continue 
playing at the next level.
     “It’s been a really big honor and 
privilege to coach this year’s team. The 
assistant coaches have been amazing, 
including [Alissa] McGowan who is 
awesome to have as an on campus as-
sistant,” Martinez said.  

Varsity team plays tough season, falls short of going to State
Andrew Rutherford /
Faith Linehan
Beginning Reporters

    This varsity baseball team, coached 
by science teacher Kevin Baker, fi nished 
their regular season with an overall of 
12-6 ranking 12 in the 5A Southern 
Conference.
     Senior David DeGrood, outfi elder, 
said, “We did really good this year. I’ve 
seen countless improvements in our hit-
ting, fi elding, and pitching.”
     The team advanced to the play-in 
game on Apr. 24 but lost to Sunnyside, a 
team they beat earlier in the season. 
     Overall they had a strong season but 
fell short in this last game.
     “I felt that we just kind of fell into a 

slump with our bats. It hurts to lose to a 
team we should have beat,” said senior 
Ajay Ram, outfi elder, about the game.
     DeGrood agreed the team could have 
done better.
     “Our hitting should’ve been better, 
and outfi elders could’ve moved into 
diff erent positions to accommodate for 
shallow hits,” DeGrood said.
     Baker said there were many high 
points in the season.
     “The team performed well and 
played a good season this year,” said 
Baker. “I enjoyed watching the team 
grow and support each other.” 
     Junior Josh Olenick, pitcher and fi rst 
baseman, said, “We played this year’s 
season very well overall and had fun 
doing so.”

Photo by Charlie Allard
Seventh and eighth grades from around Tucson came together for Ironwood’s annual two-
day volleyball tournament.  Playing for their fans and families was a highlight for many of 
the players.

Charlie Allard
Beginning Reporter

     Marana’s eighth grade team won 
Volleypalooza, Ironwood’s 15th Annual 
Middle School Volleyball Festival. 
     The tournament was held in the 
Ironwood’s gym Apr. 26-27, and  both 
seventh and eighth graders competed to 
win the Volleypalooza tournament. 
     The two-day format was sure 
to guarantee each team at least six    
matches, giving them an opportunity to 
showcase their talents in front of all the 
fans.
     Many eighth grade competitors from 
feeder schools Wilson and Coronado 
will be playing in the Ironwood volley-
ball program in the upcoming years.
     “We prepared really well in practice 
and tried our hardest to represent Coro-

nado well,” said eighth grade competi-
tor Zoie Albertazzi.
     Members of the varsity, JV and 
freshman girls’ volleyball team worked 
the tournament as referees and helped 
Varsity volleyball Coach Bill Lang to 
ensure a fun and well-run tournament 
for everyone. 
     Volleypalooza a major fundraising 
event the team participates in.
     Lang said, “This event aims to cre-
ate a unique environment where the 
values of competition, sportsmanship, 
teamwork, and pursuing victory with 
honor will be highlighted by the young 
student-athletes competing.” 
     “The outstanding play and the 
sportsmanship that characterize volley-
ball will provide plenty of entertainment 
and enjoyment for players, coaches, and 
fans alike,” Lang continued.

Annual volleyball tournament 

     Julian DeAlva, 
senior, stands on 
third base waiting 
for the next batter 
to step up. 
    This year’s 
varsity team was 
full of talented 
athletes, and sev-
eral signed to play 
in college. 
     Friendships 
were made during 
these four years 
on the fi eld and on 
busses traveling 
to games. They 
played their last 
game as a team 
against Sunnyside 
on Apr. 24.

Photo by 
Faith Linehan

Photos by Vicky Lucio and Faith Linehan
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: 
The softball team is the only Ironwood 
sport still competiting at the State compe-
tition. 
Leah DeSpain, sophomore, keeps her eye 
on the ball to shut down the play. 
Rachel Hirschfeld, senior, is up to bat and 
connects with the ball. 
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Beach team young, shows great potential

Senior girls win annual Powderpuff football game

Sage Garcia
Beginning Reporter

     The senior girls were victori-
ous in last week’s Powderpuff game, 
Ironwood’s annual flag football game 
that pits the junior girls against senior 
girls. The game was held on May 3. 
     “Powderpuff was a super fun 
and exciting experience this year 
because last year we lost as juniors, 
so it felt awesome to win this year 
for redemption,” said Maddy Cramer, 
senior.
     Leading up to this game, the girls 
practiced twice a week, In total, there 
were around ten practices. Members of 
the football team coached the girls.

     StuGo members Nikki Suckell 
and Hailey Gray, seniors, and Katie 
Jeffers, junior, planned this event, and 
Tony Jacobsen, assistant principal, and 
Manny Padilla, P.E. teacher, refereed. 
     The seniors wore black uniforms 
with pink lettering and juniors had white 
uniforms with black lettering. 
     The crowd was ready for the game, 
and some fans had signs to cheer on 
their favorite players.   
     The first touchdown was scored by 
senior Maddie Toia as she ran the ball 
into the endzone. 
     In the second quarter of the game, 
Katie Jeffers scored a touchdown for the 
juniors to tie the score 7-7 at the half. 
     Riley Burden, senior, scored for the 

seniors in the third quarter, making the 
score 14-7. 
     Both Jeffers and Grace Reinholz, 
senior, scored by practically running the 
ball across the entire field and dodging 
player after player. 
     The fourth quarter began with a score 
of 21-14, and Jeffers tied the game, this 
time at the end of the fourth quarter. 
     The game went into three overtimes 
as the juniors and seniors battled it out. 
     Finally, after scoring back and forth, 
Reinholz scored the winning touchdown 
for the seniors in the third overtime. 
     The final score was 49-42, and the 
seniors claimed the victory.  
     “It was so much fun. I wish we 
would have won, but I made friends 

with so many new people,” said Kayte 
Heese, junior.      
     Seniors Nate Grijalva and Drew 
Cook enjoyed coaching the senior girls. 
     “Being a coach is very enjoyable but 
very stressful. I think the game went 
great being that our seniors never lost 
hope and pulled out a win,” said Cook.
    Grijalva, who is used to playing on 
the field as a varsity player, had fun 
coaching the senior girls. 
     “It was like a normal football game 
atmosphere to me. There was a good 
crowd, the competition was there, and 
the players were really into the game. 
Everyone was excited, and that’s what 
made the game so much fun this year,” 
said Grijalva.

Volleyball ends after strong season
Charles Allard
Beginning Reporter 

     The sand volleyball team ended their 
season with a loss against last year’s 
champs, Perry HS, in the first round.
     The girls were proud of their hard 
work and enjoyed this season. 
     “The season was fun. We had lots 
of fun and sad moments, which really 
brought us together as a pair and team,” 
said sophomore Alyssa Feltman. 
     Feltman and her partner Sophia 
Gomez, sophomore, played the season 
as the no. 1 team.
     Varsity Coach Bill Lang is proud of 
his team.
     “It’s fun because it’s a really young 
team. The fact they competed against 
some of Arizona’s top teams was a 
huge accomplishment,” said Lang. 
     Lang said the most improved player 
of the season is Andrea Vigil, junior. 
     Despite the fact that Vigil had no 
experience in beach volleyball, she 
played at in the no. 2 spot her first year, 
Lang said. 
     Vigil and her partner Lauren 
Barberii, sophomore, had a winning 
record of 7-5.  
    This year’s varsity team had only one 
senior, Sydney Baumgardner.
     “I enjoy the freedom that comes 
with playing. The coach is not allowed 
to coach during a match, so you and 

your partner  have to work together 
to figure out how to win,” said 
Baumgardner.
     Baumgardner and her partner 
Hannah Ford, junior, had a successful 
season and enjoyed playing together.
     This team ranked 8-4 overall and 
placed no. 10 in the state. 

Riley Weymer
Beginning Reporter

     The regular season for the boys’ 
volleyball team ended on May 4 in the 
first round of State with a loss against 
Millennium, 18-25, 22-25, and 23-25.
     “We lost but it was a close match,” 
said Steven Abeyta, senior.
     Millenium was the fifth best team in 
the state.
     The team advanced to play 
Millennium after defeating Pueblo, 3-1, 
in a play-in game at home on May 2.  
     Varsity coach Ashleigh Houlton was 
impressed with the improvements the 
team made this season. She said their 
leadership, specifically, improved, and 
the older players took initiative and 
became consistent leaders.
     “This group has challenged me as a 
coach in a really good way. I’m proud of 
the guys… I’m proud to be their coach. 
There’s not another program that I’d 
want to coach,” said Houlton.
     Next year will be Houlton’s fourth 
year of coaching. Houlton is excited 
for the new players and to see how the 
current players will grow. 
     This year has let her see how the 
players grow and develop. Every year 
she sees her players improve on and off 
the court.
     “I think I have become more of a 
leader than I have in the past and I think 
that my work ethic has improved since I 
joined the program,” said Abeyta.
     Many of the boys agreed that 
bonding and making connections with 
each other improved their playing. They 

hung out a lot and formed real bonds, on 
and off the court.
     “Almost everyone on the team that 
I didn’t know, I became friends with,” 
said senior Tom Jackson.
      The team also faced many 
challenges together. 
     They got through their hardest games 
and losses together. Older players 
also faced the pressure of teaching the 
younger players.
     “Being expected to teach the 
younger guys can sometimes be a lot of 
pressure… Being a good example and 
being a role model all the time,” said 
Jackson.
     Senior Steven Abeyta and junior 
Donny Welsh agree that playing Sage 
Creek was their hardest game. 
     Sage Creek High School is a team 
from Carlsbad, California that has very 
disciplined and talented players. Sage 
Creek is ranked no. 51 nationally and 
no. 35 in their state.
     Abeyta said his favorite game to play 
was against Sahuaro on their senior 
night.
     “I played very well, and our team 
was so energetic the entire night… It 
was something special,” Abeyta said.
           The team has grown outside of 
just their volleyball skills. They build 
discipline and learn to become more 
patient with people. It’s easier for them 
to accept the mistakes that they and the 
people around them make.  
       “It’s taught me to be mentally tough 
enough where I’m able to take criticism 
and be able to use it in situations that 
will help me,” said Welsh.

Photo by Sage Garcia
The class of 2019 displays their ‘19’ jerseys. The bench lined up during third quarter to cheer on their players who were on the field. The seniors defeated the juniors with a score of 49-42 after three overtimes. 

Photo by Isa Clanfield 
Jonah Semon, sophomore, catches air on a hard 
kill in the play-in game on May 2. They beat 
Pueblo 3-1 to advance to State competition.

Photo by Amy Omiecinski
Senior Tom Jackson kills the ball after a perfect 
set from junior Donny Welsh. The team enjoyed 
success and gained valuable skills this season.

Photo by Rumur Rouille 
Junior Andrea Vigil is focused and brings the 

heat to every match.
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Boys, girls tennis seasons end after first round at State

Track’s record breaking season
Ian van der Merwe
Beginning Reporter

     The track team’s season ended at 
State on May 4 with many victories. 
     Grace Reinholz, senior, placed in the 
top six in six events and placed second 
twice in the 400M. 
     Carmine Russo, senior, placed first 
in the 300M hurdles. 
     Parker Bays, senior, earned first 
place in shot put by six feet.     
   On the road to state, the team broke 
six school records in the regular season: 
boys and girls javelin, shot put, long 
jump and hurdles. 
     The six records were broken by 
senior Reinholz, Bays, Russo, Nathan 
Grijalva, and Megan Merrill, all seniors. 
     “My favorite part is knowing that 
people look up to me because I’m one 
of the best in the state at what I do. 
I like to support my fellow throwers 
and help them in their technique the 
best way I can,” said Bays.  
     This is L’Sean Marks’ second 
year as the head varsity track coach. 
     Marks, who ran track in both 
high school and college, said he 
works with his athletes to focus on 
a ‘we’ mentality. 
     Marks said, “Even when you are 
performing by yourself, you always 
have your teammates there to let 
you know you’re not alone. 
     “I believe our family-like 
atmosphere motivates our student-
athletes to perform well not just for 
themselves, but also their team-
mates,” continued Marks. 
     The team also follows two 
mottos as a team to help shape 
the student athletes and help them            
succeed.

     One motto is, ”We don’t have bad 
days only bad moments,” and the other 
is, “It’s only a failure when we have 
failed to learn. A failed moment doesn’t 
not make you a failed person.”  
     Since track is mainly an individual 
sport, this team of student athletes really 
focus on being a team and supporting 
each other. 
     This team has become a family for 
many of the athletes.
     After a positive season, Marks is 
excited for next year’s season.
     “We have a senior and freshman 
heavy team. Our excitement is that we 
have some extremely talented freshmen 
who are doing great things now,” Marks 
said.
     “We can only imagine what they 
are going to do next year,” continued 
Marks. 

Photo by Galey Dutton
The champions of the Dodgeball Tournament, Feelin’ Tropical, pose with their first place 
trophy. Each individual was also awarded medals for their mad skills.

Dominic Martinez
Beginning Reporter

      The annual dodgeball tournament 
was held on Apr. 16, from 6-10 p.m. 
     There were 15 teams competiting in 
the double elimination tournament. This 
allowed each team two chances to move 
up from the losers bracket to try and 
fight their way back into the winners 
bracket for a shot at the trophy.
     The winners earned a team trophy 
and each player earned a medal. 
     Teams tried to win two of three 
rounds in each game. There were six 
players on the court, and it was up to 
the team and coaches to decide when to 
substitute players.
     There were two adult referees on 
each court, one on each side for each 
team. This became necessary because of 
complications in previous years of play-
ers getting hit and not going out because 

the refs were not able to see it. 
     One missed call could change the 
whole game in many situations. 
      This year’s champions were “Feelin’ 
Tropical,” and they were an all senior 
team. 
     The team was made up of seniors 
Klaus Wyatt, Nate Grijalva, Drew Cook, 
Daniel Aguirre, Jonah Martinez, Jack 
Eigen, and Louie Leonard. They were 
coached by Russell Engle, senior. 
     Their opponents were “The Base-
ball Boys,” who were varsity baseball 
players Nate Baez, Dylan Inclan, Julian 
DeAlva, Cole Clarkson, Levi White, 
and Ajay Ram, and they were coached 
by sophomore Brayden Carson.     
     “Feelin’ Tropical” defeated “The 
baseball boys” who were undefeated go-
ing into the championship match. 
     Although they lost early on in one 
of the first rounds, “Feelin’ Tropical” 
fought back and took it all.

Double elimination dodgeball tournament hosts 15 teams

Clockwise: The men of the team pose with their trophy after a win at the track meet at 
Mountain View High School. 
Parker Bays, senior, placed at the State tournament in shot put.
The track and field team poses for picture at the Queen Creek track meet. 

Photos courtesy Parker Bays

Photo by Susan Williams 
Practicing daily on the court is what the 
season is about for Julia Rogan, junior.

Abby Maurer
Beginning Reporter

    The tennis season is officially over, 
and both the girl’s and boy’s teams 
qualified for the AIA playoffs.  
     The boys tennis season finished in 
the top 8 in the State in Division II. 
They lost to Arcadia, 5-3, on Apr. 24.   
     The doubles team of seniors Carlos 
Bernabe and Ben Behrens reached the 
quarterfinals.
     Roper, who has coached the boys 
tennis team for three years, said she is 
not ready to see the seniors leave as she 
watched them grow up over the years. 
     “You will be missed,” Roper said.
     For many, the memories made during 
the season were just as important as the 
game played on the court.
     “My favorite memory of the season 
was going to the Chandler Prep Tourna-

ment with the team. I loved competing 
and cheering on all my friends,” said 
senior Michael Robillard.
     The girl’s tennis team ended their 
regular season qualifying for the AIA 
playoffs. They played Prescott on Apr. 
23, but they lost 5-0. 
     The doubles team of seniors Athena 
Honebrick and Isa Russell reached 
round 16 in the State Tournament. 
     Coach Susan Williams has been 
coaching for six seasons, but she      
credits Coach Browning with helping 
the team.
     “Coach Browning has taught them, 
and to see them grow was an amazing 
thing,” said Williams. 
     As the freshman joined the team, 
they became a family. Having a bond is 
a good thing for teams, especially mak-
ing fun memories. 
     Traveling for away games always 

creates new memories the girls will 
always remember.  
     “ I accomplished my goals of im-
proving my forehand and making it to 
the state tournament,” said Junior Julia 
Rogan.“ My forehand has come a long 
way... My coaches have helped me 
improve so much over the past year and 
I really appreciate them.”
     Coach Williams proudest moment 
was playing against Sahuaro because the 
girls really showed their skills at the end 
of the match. 
     The season was one of growth.
     “I was able to improve my skills as 
the season progressed. My backhand 
was a bit questionable, but through 
continuous practice and the help of my 
coaches, I was able to fix what needed 
to be done. I’m glad I picked up tennis. 
It’s a sport I’ll play the rest of my life,” 
said senior Kevina Collins. 
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Sai will be majoring in 
computer science at Bar-
rett’s Honor’s College 
at ASU. In his free time 
he likes to play soccer, 
video games, and dance. 

The craziest thing that 
happened to him in high 
school was winning the 
AP US History Bowl and 
then making it back in 
time to attend his junior 
year prom. His favorite 
memory in high school 
was sophomore year 
when he performed in 

the taekwondo demon-
stration. He would like 
to thank Mrs. Rutherford 
because she is a positive 
light when he was at a 
low point, and she got 
him to develop a love 
for art. He is excited for 
independence, a new 
environment and college.

Class Rank: 1        GPA: 4.6 
School: Barrett’s Honors College ASU
Major: Computer Science

Tasnia Hossain

Tasnia will be attending 
Barrett’s Honors College 
and is looking forward 
to being involved in the 
world. She hopes to be-
come a positive ripple of 
change. She looks back 
at her time at Ironwood 
as a place where she 
discovered what she is 

passionate about and 
enjoyed exploring the 
subjects she was curious 
about. In Tasnia’s free 
time, she likes to draw, 
read, and annoy her 
older sister. She became 
a published artist along-
side Mrs. Rutherford’s 
Advanced Art classes. 

Her favorite teachers 
were Mrs. Miller and 
Mrs. Rutherford because 
they made their classes 
feel like an extension of 
home.

Class Rank: 2        GPA: 4.55
School: Barrett’s Honors College ASU
Major: Civil Engineering 

Shaun Brennan

Shaun will be major-
ing in biochemistry at       
Arizona State University. 
His favorite high school 
memory at Ironwood 
Ridge the was the Red 

for Ed movement. 
Ironwood Ridge has 
taught him how to be 
assertive and how to 
not take no for an an-
swer. He is looking 
forward to college 
because of the new cities 
he will get to explore 
and all of the new people 

he will be meeting. 
Shaun enjoys hanging 
out with his friends in 
his free time. 
He can’t name just one 
favorite teacher because 
he has met so many 
incredible educators who 
have made an importat 
impact on his life.

Class Rank: 5        GPA: 4.48
School: Barrett’s Honors College ASU
Major: Biochemistry

Daniel Casanova

Daniel is excited to at-
tend the University of 
Arizona because he has 
declared his major in 
environment studies. 
For fun he likes to hike, 
run, and hangout with 
his friends and family. 
He enjoys being one 
with nature. His favorite 

memory in high school 
was the Nighthawk 
Service Day because 
it proved to him how 
powerful teamwork can 
be. When asked how 
Ironwood has impacted 
him, he said it gave him 
connections and oppor-
tunities he will always 

cherish. Daniel’s favorite 
teacher in high school 
was Mrs. Miller because 
she not only teaches 
English but also about 
life.  

Class Rank: 6        GPA: 4.48
School: University of Arizona
Major: Environmental Studies

Grace Reinholz

Grace will be attend-
ing the University of 
Arizona and majoring in 
Chemistry. 
Her favorite part about 
high school was being a 
part of the track and soc-
cer teams. Ironwood has 
allowed her to meet a lot 
of people and make new 

friends. She is looking 
forward to college so she 
can meet new people and 
study what she loves. 
Her favorite teacher is 
Ms. Munro because she 
not only helped her as 
a student but also as a 
person.  
The craziest thing that 

happened to her 
throughout high school 
was losing in soccer 
semis every year and 
breaking records in 
track.

Class Rank: 3        GPA: 4.54
School: University of Arizona
Major: Chemistry

Brian Zelt

Brian is excited to be 
living on his own in 
college and studying 
something that he is 
passionate about. The 
craziest thing that has 

happened to him during 
his four years at IRHS 
was getting into his fi rst 
car accident in the stu-
dent parking lot a month 
before graduation. When 
asked about his favorite 
teacher, Brian  said, “ I 
am very appreciative to 
all of my teachers who 

put in the extra eff ort to 
help out their students.” 
In his free time, he 
enjoys kayaking and 
playing racketball. 
His favorite high school 
memory was playing 
wiffl  e ball in calculus 
against the chemistry 
kids. 

Class Rank: 4        GPA: 4.54
School: Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University  
Major: Aerospace Engineering / Space Physics
  

Cambion Trainor

Cambion will be 
majoring in hotel and 
restaurant  management 
with a minor in French 
at Northern Arizona 
University. Her favorite 
high school memory at 
Ironwood Ridge was 
hanging out with her

friends at Chili’s. 
She is most looking 
forward to meeting new 
people and being a part 
of a community when 
she gets to Northern 
Arizona University. In 
her free time, she enjoys 
being with friends 

and going hiking. Her 
favorite teacher is Ms. 
Munro because “She is 
very kind and thought-
ful about teaching and 
embracing our goals.” 

Class Rank: 7        GPA: 4.47
School: Northern Arizona University 
Major: Hotel and Restaurant Management 
            with a minor in French

Karen Lu

When asked about 
how Ironwood Ridge 
impacted her, Karen 
said, “Ironwood Ridge 
impacted me in the way 
that the really great 

teachers of my AP class-
es taught me how to be 
a better person.” Her fa-
voritre teachers are Mrs. 
Munro and Mrs. McEl-
hinney because “they 
gave me hope when I 
lacked confi dence in my-
self, and they were really 
patient when I fell short 

of underdstanding.” 
Her favorite memory 
was when her friend 
hijaked the smart board 
and played K-pop in 
French class last year. 
In her free time, Karen 
likes to listen to music 
that no one else has re-
ally heard of before. 

Class Rank: 8         
School: University of Arizona
Major: Nursing

Charles Remien

One impact Ironwood 
had on Charles was 
when he came out of 
the political closet as a 
conservative. 
When asked on what 

was the craziest thing 
that ever happened to 
him during his four years 
here, Charles said, “I 
survived.” 
In the future, he’s look-
ing forward to getting 
married, having children, 
and achieving political 
power. 

Mr. Robinette is his fa-
vorite teacher because he 
is a a great math teacher 
and has a great sense of 
humor. 
In his free time, Charles 
likes to play chess and 
have non-alcoholic 
parties. 

Class Rank: 9        GPA: 4.5
School: Baylor University; Waco, Texas
Major: (BBA) and Math Leadership 

Erick Gonzalez

Erick’s favorite memory 
in school was going to 
Mr. Minor’s house for 
the APUSH study ses-
sions. At Arizona State 
University, Erick is look-
ing forward to starting 
his path on becoming an 
engineer. 
When asked about his 

favorite teacher, Erick 
replied .“Mrs. Munro 
because I had her for 
two years and she helped 
me fi nd my passion for 
chemistry.” 
Ironwood has impacted 
him in the way that it has 
“given me the opportu-
nity to take the classes I 

wanted to take and meet 
wonderful people.” 
In his free time, Erick 
hangs out with friends 
amd plays tennis. 

Class Rank: 10        GPA: 4.46
School: Arizona State University
Major: Chemical Engineering
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